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Northamptonshire  County  Council. 


COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
GUILDHALL  ROAD, 

NORTHAMPTON, 

July,  1932. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Miss  Cartwright  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the 
Administrative  County  of  Northampton. 

In  my  previous  report  I  presented  a  detailed  survey  of  all  the  health  agencies  which  render 
service  to  the  County.  This  report  is  confined,  in  the  interests  of  economy,  to  a  short  account 
of  the  developments  which  have  taken  place  during  the  year  under  consideration. 

The  aim  of  preventive  medicine  is  to  encourage  the  art  of  living,  and,  by  teaching  a  healthy 
way  of  life,  to  produce  fine,  strong,  self-reliant  citizens  in  the  next  generation.  The  value 
of  a  public  health  service  may,  therefore,  be  tested  by  two  criteria  : 

Does  it  exert-  its  influence  upon  the  young  ? 

Does  it  promote  self-help  ? 

At  a  time  when  need  for  curtailment  of  public  expenditure  invades  all  branches  of  adminis¬ 
tration  a  rough  attempt  may  be  made  to  assess  the  relative  values  of  the  health  services  rendered 
to  the  community  to-day.  These  may  be  divided  into  (a)  personal  and  (b)  environmental. 

(a)  Following  the  principles  which  I  have  stated  above,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  placing 
in  the  front  rank  of  value  : 

Education  of  the  child  in  personal  and  social  hygiene, 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 

School  Medical  Inspection,  and 

The  School  Dental  Service. 

These  services  answer  every  requirement  of  true  preventive  medicine  ;  they  arc  positive  and 
educational,  and  they  promote  self-help  and  good  citizenship. 

In  the  realm  of  treatment  a  similar  test  is  applicable  ;  is  the  effect  of  treatment  to  produce 
a  normal,  healthy,  useful  citizen  ?  The  services  which  pass  this  test  most  triumphantly  are, 
the  correction  of  defective  eye-sight,  and  the  prevention  of  dental  decay  in  young  children. 
Second  only  to  these  are  the  treatment  of  throat  and  car  defects,  and  the  correction  of  crippling 
conditions  in  mentally  normal  children.  Other  forms  of  public  medical  treatment,  such  as 
that  of  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  and  other  infectious  diseases,  acquire  their  importance  from  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  community  rather  than  from  their  contribution  to  the  ultimate 
good.  Except  in  so  far  as  they  protect  the  community,  services  relating  to  the  mentally  defec¬ 
tive,  the  insane,  and  the  degenerate  must  be  relegated  to  a  secondary  place. 
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(b)  Among  the  public  services  dealing  with  environment,  the  first  place  must  be  given  to 
housing.  No  one  who  has  studied  the  history  of  the  public  health  movement  in  this  country 
can  doubt  that  the  relationship  between  defective  housing  and  an  unhealthy  people  is  as  sig¬ 
nificant  to-day  as  it  was  nearly  a  century  ago  when  the  famous  report  of  the  Health  of  Towns 
Commission  was  published.  Next  to  housing,  the  safety  of  our  water,  milk  and  other  food 
supplies  must  receive  consideration. 

Even  in  times  of  economic  stress  the  public  health  service  must  take  the  forward  view 
or  fail.  So  far  as  the  National  resources  permit,  the  tangled  undergrowth  of  our  present  civi¬ 
lization  should  be  kept  in  check,  but  civilization  itself  depends  ujion  our  “  planting  trees  for 
time  to  come.” 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  which  they  have  given  to  the  work  of  the  department  during  the  year,  and  all 
the  members  of  the  staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  have  discharged  their 
duties. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  M.  MACKINTOSH, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 
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SECTION  A.— GENERAL. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1931. 


1.  Area  of  the  Administrative  County 


581,679  acres. 


2.  Population  (Census  1921)  . . .  211,509 

(Census  1931)  .  217,114 

(Estimated  resident,  middle  of  1931) .  218,300 

3.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  .  50,538 

4.  Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  .  52,286 

5.  Rateable  Value  (March  31st,  1931)  .  £925,546 

(September  30th,  1931)  .  £936,098 

6.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1931)  .  £3,579 


TOTAL 


7.  Live  births  (Legitimate)  .  2,809 

,,  ,,  (Illegitimate) .  115 


MALE 

FEMALE 

BIRTH-RATE 

1,468 

1,341 

13.39 

66 

49 

RATE  TER  1,000 
TOTAL  (LIVE  AND 
STILL  BIRTHS)  BIR'IHS 


8. 

Still-births  . 

.  107 

59 

48 

35.30 

9. 

Deaths  . 

.  2,472 

1,264 

1,208 

DEATH-RATE 

11.32 

10.  Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  (from  sepsis)  2 

childbirth  .  (from  other  causes)  4 


1 1 .  Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  46.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  43.43 

illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  113.04 

12.  Deaths  from  (a)  Measles  (all  ages)  .  4 

(b)  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  8 

(c)  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age).  .  7 


Economy  has  invaded  the  field  of  statistics  :  the  death-rate  is  lower  than  any  year  since 
1920,  and  the  birth-rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  County.  The  seven  chief  causes  of  death, 
which  account  for  62  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  are  led  by  heart  disease  (21.8  per  cent.)  and 
Cancer  (12.9  per  cent.).  Cerebral  haemorrhage  (6.5  per  cent.),  senility  (5.4  per  cent.),  other 
circulatory  diseases  (5.3  per  cent.),  respiratory  tuberculosis  (5.2  per  cent.)  and  bronchitis  (4.9 
percent.)  complete  the  list. 
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The  number  of  deaths  associated  with  childbirth  is  slightly  higher  than  in  1930,  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  of  46.1  per  1,000  births  is  second  only  to  the  record  of  42.1  in  the  same 
year.  A  point  of  even  greater  interest,  however,  is  the  relation  of  the  neo-natal  death-rate  to 
the  general  rate  of  infant  mortality.  The  number  of  infants  born  in  1931  who  were  reported 
upon  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  2,451.  Of  these,  113  died  during  the  first  twelvemonth,  and 
no  less  than  78  died  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  In  addition,  11  of  those  who  survived 
the  first  month  died  of  prematurity  or  congenital  malformations.  That  is  to  say,  no  fewer 
than  89  out  of  113  (78.5  per  cent.)  infant  deaths  were  due  to  causes  operating  before  or  during 
the  birth  of  the  child.  These  facts  emphasise  the  need  for  an  adequate  midwifery  service  and 
for  skilled  ante-natal  supervision. 


Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

This  Report  is  limited  to  a  record  of  the  alterations  and  developments  which  have  taken 
place  since  1930  when  a  full  survey  of  the  transferred  institutions  was  accomplished. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  any  Poor  Law  services  under  the  special  Acts  referred 
to  in  Section  5  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929.  Nevertheless,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  record  that  the  Council  have  pursued  a  consistent  policy,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  of  assimi¬ 
lating  the  poor  law  services  into  the  general  system  of  Local  Government.  The  process  of 
differentiating  the  various  classes  of  persons  who  require  public  assistance  and  who  have  hitherto 
been  lumped  indiscriminately  under  the  Poor  Law  is  taking  place  as  a  logical  sequence  of  events 
and  not  in  a  haphazard  collection  of  disconnected  schemes. 

During  the  passage  of  the  Local  Government  Act  through  Parliament  it  was  pointed  out 
that  local  authorities  would  have  an  opportunity  ‘  ‘  of  re-classifying  their  institutions,  of  closing 
such  as  are  no  longer  suitable  for  modern  requirements  at  all,  of  altering  and  adapting  others, 
and  using  one  for  one  purpose  and  another  for  another  purpose.”  In  the  development  of  insti¬ 
tutional  accommodation  the  Council  have  utilized  existing  material  wherever  possible,  yet  they 
have  not  hesitated  to  look  to  the  future  and  to  concentrate  their  forces  upon  buildings 
which  are  capable  of  adaptation  to  modern  requirements. 


Provision  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  the  chronic  sick. 

During  the  year,  notable  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision  of  a  better  type  of 
accommodation  for  the  aged  and  the  sick,  securing  at  the  same  time  uniformity  throughout 
the  County.  At  Kettering  Public  Assistance  Institution  the  opening  of  the  Carey  Block  pro¬ 
vided  beds  for  an  additional  forty  sick  patients.  This  block,  which  was  opened  for  the  reception 
of  patients  in  1903,  was  designed  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  sick  and  infirm  patients  and 
served  the  purpose  admirably  for  many  years.  After  the  War  it  was  found  that  there  was 
continuous  and  excessive  pressure  upon  the  accommodation  for  the  sick  at  Kettering,  and  the 
Board  of  Guardians  authorised  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the  extension  of  this  block.  When 
institutions  were  transferred  in  1930,  the  County  Council  endorsed  the  view  that  the  scheme 
already  prepared  by  the  Guardians  was  the  most  economical  and  effective  way  of  dealing  with 
the  shortage.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  at  Kettering  necessitated  considerable 
extensions  on  the  administrative  side.  The  Board  of  Guardians  had  already  considered  these 
questions  and  anticipated  the  most  important  requirements  by  a  well-designed  extension  to 
the  Nurses’  Home.  The  laundry  was  already  barely  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  institution, 
and  the  Council  at  once  proceeded  to  make  plans  for  its  enlargement  and  modernization.  The 
new  laundry  is  now  in  the  course  of  construction.  So  far  as  floor  sjjace  is  concerned,  the  kitchen 
is  sufficient,  but  some  improvements  and  extensions  in  the  cooking  apparatus  require  to  be 
made. 
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At  Oundle  Institution  improved  accommodation  for  the  sick  is  being  secured  by  the  transfer 
of  the  Nurses’  quarters  from  the  existing  infirmary  to  a  new  Nurses’  Home  which  is  now  under 
construction.  This  improvement,  in  addition  to  finding  much  more  satisfactory  nurses’  accom¬ 
modation,  w ill  provide  an  additional  ten  beds  in  the  infirmary.  The  extension  of  Oundle  Insti¬ 
tution  will  allow  of  the  closure  of  the  existing  institution  at  Thrapston  which  will  be  surplus 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

The  most  difficult  problem  before  the  County  Council,  however,  was  the  provision  of  ac¬ 
commodation  of  a  modern  type  for  the  sick  and  the  aged  in  the  west  of  the  County.  The 
institutions  at  Daventry,  Brackley,  Towcester,  and  Brixworth,  had  no  arrangements  for  the 
separate  treatment  of  these  cases,  and  except  at  Daventry  the  structure  of  the  buildings  could 
not  be  adapted  to  the  needs  and  the  ideals  of  the  twentieth  century.  These  mixed  institutions 
had  served  their  purpose  well  in  the  past,  but  the  faults  of  the  “  general  mixed  workhouse  ” 
could  not  be  eradicated.  The  Council  therefore  decided  to  take  the  progressive  step  of  con¬ 
centrating  accommodation  for  the  sick  and  the  aged  at  the  Daventry  Institution,  and  autho¬ 
rised  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  new  ward  of  a  bungalow  type  which  would  provide  for  a 
hundred  patients.  The  consequential  improvements  at  Daventry  include  the  provision  of 
a  Master’s  House  and  the  adaptation  of  existing  buildings  as  a  Nurses’  Home.  The  scheme 
also  provides  for  the  enlargement  of  the  existing  kitchen  and  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
laundry  to  replace  the  obsolete  hand-laundry  which  now  exists.  It  is  anticipated  that  when 
the  Daventry  scheme  is  completed  it  will  be  possible  to  close  for  ordinary  poor  law  purposes 
the  existing  institutions  at  Brackley,  Brixworth,  and  Towcester,  and  thus  to  secure  considerable 
economies  in  administration.  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  the  essential  change  is  one  of 
re-classification  in  order  to  give  to  the  sick  and  the  aged  in  the  west  of  the  County  the  benefits 
of  the  separate  treatment  which  is  already  provided  at  Kettering,  Wellingborough  and  Oundle. 

During  the  re-construction  of  the  Carey  Block  at  Kettering  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
additional  sick  beds.  This  was  carried  out  partly  by  the  re-decoration  of  the  isolation  block 
at  Wellingborough  Institution  and  the  provision  of  additional  heating  arrangements.  By 
this  means  eight  beds  were  obtained  at  a  very  small  cost  and  these  are  still  serving  a  useful 
purpose  at  Wellingborough  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  sick  accommodation  for  male  patients 
at  that  institution. 


The  Acute  Sick. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Act  a  Conference  was  held  between  members 
of  the  County  Council  and  representatives  of  the  Regionals  Hospital  Association,  and  subse¬ 
quently  smaller  and  less  formal  conferences  have  been  held  to  deal  with  points  of  difficulty 
which  have  arisen.  It  was  generally  agreed  the  voluntary  hospitals  serving  the  County  were 
able  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  treatment  of  the  acute  sick  who  were  liable  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a  suitable  payment 
to  the  voluntary  hospitals  for  the  services  which  they  actually  rendered  each  year. 


Maternity  cases  and  young  infants. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  finding  accommodation 
for  normal  maternity  cases  dealt  with  through  the  agency  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
This  difficulty  has  been  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  the  aut  horities  of  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  are  now  able  to  admit  only  complicated  cases  requiring  specialized  treatment.  So 
far  as  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  are  concerned  the  pressure  upon  maternity  beds  lias 
not  been  unduly  great  during  the  year.  The  Council  has  made  full  use  of  the  opportunities 
offered  for  re-classification  by  concentrating  the  whole  of  its  maternity  accommodation  at 
Kettering  Institution,  thereby  setting  free  a  considerable  number  of  beds  for  other  purposes 
at  the  remaining  institutions.  At  Kettering  it  has  fortunately  been  possible  to  utilize  for  mater¬ 
nity  cases  the  central  portion  of  the  infirmary  block.  This  can  readily  be  adapted  as  a  self- 
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contained  department  and  will  provide  eight  maternity  beds  in  addition  to  a  good  labour  ward 
and  special  accommodation  for  cases  requiring  isolation  from  the  ordinary  patients.  The 
sanitary  annexes  are  entirely  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  institution.  This  arrangement 
should  serve  a  very  useful  purpose  to  the  County  until  such  time  as  economic  conditions  make 
it  possible  to  establish  a  separate  maternity  hospital  under  the  Public  Health  Authority.  It 
has  an  additional  advantage  of  concentrating  on  one  institution  a  department  which  can  pro¬ 
vide  at  all  times  skilled  maternity  nursing  and  thus  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  main¬ 
taining  a  C.M.B. -trained  nurse  at  every  institution  in  the  County  is  avoided.  In  co-operation 
with  Kettering  and  District  General  Hospital  arrangements  can  readily  be  made  for  the  transfer 
of  maternity  cases  requiring  highly  specialized  treatment. 

No  final  decision  has  yet  been  reached  as  to  the  accommodation  of  young  infants.  As 
the  problem  is  closely  related  to  maternity  provision,  one  may  venture  to  hope  that  the  con¬ 
centration  of  such  cases  at  Kettering  may  lead  to  the  extension  of  nursery  accommodation 
at  the  same  institution.  It  is  obviously  undesirable  that  young  children  should  be  lodged, 
without  skilled  attendance,  in  the  various  mixed  institutions. 


Tuberculosis. 

I  stated  in  my  report  for  1930  that  the  Institution  at  Thrapston  would  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  acute  and  advanced  cases  of 
tuberculosis.  Financial  considerations  compelled  the  Council  to  abandon  this  proposal,  and 
the  future  use  of  this  excellent  infirmary  is  still  under  discussion.  An  alternative  proposal 
was  subsequently  brought  forward  by  the  Health  Committee  for  the  erection,  on  the  grounds 
of  Rusliden  Sanatorium,  of  a  new  hospital  block  for  the  treatment  of  the  more  acute  varieties 
of  tuberculous  infection  of  the  lung.  There  is  no  suitable  accommodation  for  advanced  cases 
in  the  existing  institutions,  but  such  patients  must  necessarily  be  admitted  from  time  to  time, 
in  order  to  relieve  actual  destitution. 


Healthy  Children. 

The  Cottage  Homes  and  Boarding-out  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee  have  spent  much  time  in  anxious  consideration  of  the  policy  to  be  adopted  in  relation 
to  children  under  their  care.  All  subscribe  to  the  view  that  a  system  of  boarding-out  should 
be  adopted  in  every  possible  case,  and  these  arrangements  are  in  admirable  working  order. 
The  outstanding  problem  is  created  by  the  children  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  cannot 
be  boarded  out,  and  it  is  estimated  that  provision  must  be  made  for  a  number  not  far  short 
of  eighty. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  various  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  past,  the  Council 
has  received  a  legacy  of  four  scattered  cottage  homes.  Two  of  these  are  finely  situated  in 
healthy  districts,  and  are  structurally  well  adapted  for  their  purpose.  The  other  two  are  badly 
placed,  and  fail  in  many  respects  to  reach  a  reasonable  standard  for  the  home  life  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  There  is  no  need  to  enlarge  upon  the  defects  of  these  homes  :  the  question  at  issue  is 
one  of  principle.  Is  it  desirable  to  adhere  to  the  policy  of  providing  scattered  homes,  or  does 
the  balance  of  oj^inion  favour  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  grouped  homes  ? 

Against  the  latter  system  it  might  be  urged  that  grouped  homes  bear  too  close  a  resemb¬ 
lance  to  an  institution  ;  and  that  a  large  number  of  children  attending  an  elementary  school 
from  grouped  homes  might  impose  upon  the  education  authority  the  burden  of  finding  extra 
accommodation  ;  that  such  a  group  of  sixty  or  seventy  children  might  fail  to  be  absorbed  into 
the  ordinary  life  of  a  small  school,  with  all  the  unfortunate  results  of  differential  treatment. 
When  a  single  cottage  home  sends  its  sixteen  children  to  the  local  school,  they  are  scattered 
unobtrusively  through  the  classes,  and  no  such  “  mass  effect  ”  is  produced.  Again — in  theory 
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at  any  rate — the  constitution  of  the  small  “  scattered  ”  home  more  closely  resembles  the  ordi¬ 
nary  family  ;  there  are  “  father  ”  and  “  mother,”  and  the  outward  semblance  at  least  of  family 
life  ;  both  play  and  the  simple  household  tasks  are  homely.  The  house  itself  is  inconspicuous, 
whereas  the  grouped  homes  may  acquire  an  unenviable  prominence. 

On  the  other  hand  many  advantages  may  be  claimed  for  the  system  of  grouped  homes, 
where  the  scheme  is  warranted  by  a  sufficient  number  of  children  in  the  area.  In  the  first  place 
the  actual  administration  is  more  economical  ;  in  place  of  a  master  and  a  matron  in  each  scat¬ 
tered  home,  the  staff  of  the  grouped  homes  would  consist  of  a  superintendent  (generally  a  trained 
nurse),  and  a  junior  “  foster-mother  ”  for  each  home.  One  male  officer  would  no  doubt  be 
required  for  out-door  work,  and  to  assist  in  the  training,  etc.,  of  the  older  boys.  Secondly, 
the  administration  is  more  efficient,  for  the  superintendent  is  more  highly  trained,  especially 
in  the  care  of  difficult  children,  than  the  “  Master  and  Matron  ”  who  could  be  appointed  at 
the  salary  usually  offered  for  the  supervision  of  a  small  home.  It  must  be  observed  in  this 
connection  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  inmates  of  cottage  homes  are  in  fact  difficult 
children. 

The  objections  urged  against  the  “  grouped  home  ”  system  that  it  is  merely  a  disguised 
institution  are  met  in  practice  by  the  organization  of  each  home  as  an  independent  unit,  with 
its  own  cooking  arrangements  and  a  separate  domestic  economy.  From  the  point  of  view  of 
home  training  and  organized  games  the  grouped  home  offers  the  characteristic  benefits  of  a 
public  school  system  :  team-work,  “  house-loyalty,”  and  wholesome  rivalries  can  be  encouraged  ; 
there  is  greater  scope  for  training  in  craftsmanship  and  in  domestic  duties. 

The  appropriate  sub-committee  have  carefully  considered  these  alternatives,  and  incline 
to  the  view  that  the  balance  of  advantages  lies  in  favour  of  the  grouped  home  system,  if  suit¬ 
able  accommodation  can  be  found.  Various  tentative  proposals  have  been  discussed,  but  the 
ultimate  decision  awaits  a  clearing  of  the  financial  horizon. 


Mental  Cases. 

The  classification  and  redistribution  of  mental  cases  in  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions 
presents  difficulties  which  cannot  be  surmounted  in  the  near  future.  The  supervision  of  female 
defectives  at  Wellingborough  has  been  improved  by  the  appointment  of  a  night  attendant 
and  the  provision  of  quarters  for  her  in  close  touch  with  their  ward.  Elsewhere  little  change 
has  taken  place,  but  it  is  hoped  during  the  coming  year  to  make  progress  with  the  ascertainment 
of  the  mental  condition  of  inmates. 

Under  the  control  of  the  Bedfordshire  and  Northamptonshire  Joint  Board  for  t  he  Mentally 
Defective,  twelve  high-grade  patients  were  admitted  to  their  new  institution  at  Bromham 
House,  near  Bedford.  The  development  of  this  institution  is  still  in  its  early  stages  and  the 
final  plans  -have  not  yet  been  approved. 


Casuals. 

The  problem  of  casual  accommodation  touches  the  public  health  administration  at  several 
points.  The  Public  Assistance  (Casual  Poor)  Order  of  1931,  by  providing  for  the  detention  of 
vagrants  for  two  nights,  raises  serious  difficulties  of  accommodation  in  the  existing  Casual 
wards.  It  is  probable  that  the  closure  of  Towcester  Institution  for  ordinary  cases  may  release 
useful  quarters  for  casuals  at  no  great  expense.  At  Kettering  and  Wellingborough  the  melan¬ 
choly  necessity  for  spending  money  upon  greatly  increased  accommodation  may  prove  a  blessing 
in  disguise  to  the  Health  Officer  by  accelerating  the  separation  of  casual  wards  from  these 
institutions.  No  such  hopes  can  be  raised  at  Daventry  where  the  casual  wards — which  must 
be  enlarged — are  already  too  close  to  the  main  buildings.  At  Oundle  a  partial  separation 
at  least  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility. 
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Among  the  many  matters  of  importance  which  are  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  the  question  of  diet  is  prominent.  The  Medical  Officer  notes  with 
satisfaction  the  great  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  food  allowed  for  vagrants.  In  this 
County  the  diet  of  children  in  Cottage  Homes  has  been  revised  and  a  new  scheme,  providing 
a  more  balanced  diet  with  less  monotony,  is  now  in  operation.  The  diet  of  the  sick,  the  aged, 
and  other  inmates  of  the  general  institutions  is  now  being  studied  by  the  medical  department, 
in  consultation  with  the  masters  of  the  institutions,  and  it  is  expected  that  proposals,  embody¬ 
ing  principles  approved  by  dietetic  experts,  will  be  brought  forward  during  1932. 


Public  Assistance  outside  the  Institutions. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Medical  Relief  districts — up  to  the  date  of 
publication  of  this  report — are  shown  in  Section  B.  No  general  review  of  the  districts  has  taken 
place,  as  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to  postpone  any  such  review  until  the  final  settlement 
of  the  County  Districts.  Where  vacancies  have  occurred,  the  Council  has  favoured  amalga¬ 
mation  with  neighbouring  districts,  and  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officers  who  are  resident 
in  the  County. 

By  close  co-operation  between  the  Public  Assistance  and  the  Health  Departments  the  risk 
of  overlapping  of  cases  requiring  assistance  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.  Under  an  agreement  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  one  case  of  puerperal  fever,  seventeen  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  and 
thirteen  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  nursed  in  the  home.  Two  cases  of  pneumonia  and 
one  of  pemphigus  also  received  nursing  care. 

MIDWIVES.  The  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  her  Staff  made 


the  following  visits  of  inspection  : — 

Routine  inspections  .  322 

Special  investigations .  Ill 


The  midwives  attended  67.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  the  County — 58.7  per  cent, 
as  midwives  and  the  remainder  as  maternity  nurses. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  was  157  ;  at  the  end  of  the  year  116  re¬ 
mained  in  practice.  One  uncertified  person  was  reported  as  having  practised  ;  she  was  warned, 
and  no  further  cases  have  been  traced  to  her. 

MEDICAL  AID  TO  MIDWIVES.  During  the  financial  year,  the  midwives  notified 
that  they  had  called  in  medical  aid  in  401  cases,  and  203  claims  for  payment  of  fees  were  made 
by  medical  practitioners  whose  assistance  had  been  sought — as  against  394  notifications  and  181 
claims  in  the  previous  year.  The  Standing  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
considered  the  financial  circumstances  of  each  case,  and  directed  that  the  whole  fee  should  be 
recovered  in  43  cases,  and  a  portion  of  the  fee  in  63.  In  97  cases  they  decided  to  make  no  claim 
against  the  family.  No  fee  was  claimed  in  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

EDUCATIONAL  AND  SOCIAL  WORK.  Two  lectures  were  given  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  to  candidates  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  The  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Midwives’  Union  were  kept  up  during  the  year  :  ten  lectures,  including  two  demon¬ 
strations  were  arranged  and  a  good  attendance  was  secured  at  each  meeting. 
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MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES.  There  were  13  homes  on  the  register  during 
the  year.  These  were  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officers,  who  paid  42  visits.  All  but  one  were 
reported  as  satisfactory.  In  the  excepted  case,  the  keeper’s  certificate  was  cancelled  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  removal  of  her  name  from  the  Midwives’  Roll.  The  home  was  subsequently 
re-opened,  on  the  engagement  of  a  resident  midwife  ;  but  on  her  departure  it  was  again  closed 
— in  April,  1932. 

No  application  for  delegation  of  powers  to  a  County  District  Council  was  received  under 
Section  9  (2)  of  the  Act  of  1927. 

Further  particulars  regarding  the  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County  are  given  under  Sec¬ 
tion  B. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  The  Registrar-General  reports  six  maternal  deaths  during 
the  year  1931,  as  against  four  in  1930.  Of  the  six  deaths  reported,  two  were  due  to  puerperal 
sepsis  and  four  to  other  causes.  The  mortality  rate  for  1931  was  1.98  per  thousand  births. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  :  Twenty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Although  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  cases  were  due  to  childbirth,  the  notification  serves  a  useful  purpose  in  direct¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  mother’s  temperature  during  the  lying-in  period,  and  acts  as  a  “  distant 
signal  ”  for  the  more  dangerous  condition  of  puerperal  sepsis. 

Puerperal  Fever  :  Ten  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  was  fatal.  Eight  of  these  were 
treated  in  hospital,  before  or  after  delivery. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  and  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  is  carried  out  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer,  to  whom  the  medical  practitioners  render  willing  and  valuable  assist¬ 
ance. 


In  the  field  of  prevention,  the  County  Council  utilizes  the  services  of  Mr.  W.  Salisbury, 
F.R.C.S.,  as  Consulting  Obstetrician.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  medical  practitioners  through¬ 
out  the  County  will  not  hesitate  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Salisbury  in  any  maternity  case 
which  gives  rise  to  anxiety.  If  the  condition  is  urgent,  there  is  no  need  for  preliminary  noti¬ 
fication  of  the  Health  Department. 

Anti-streptococcal  serum  for  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever  is  provided  free  of  charge 
for  necessitous  cases,  and  similar  provision  is  made  for  the  examination  of  pathological  material. 
Applications  for  serum  should  be  made  to  either  Northampton  or  Kettering  General  Hospital. 
Pathological  examinations  are  conducted  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  only. 

Hospital  accommodation  :-  Cases  of  Puerperal  infections  may  be  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals,  on  the  application  of  the  medical  practitioner  to  the  Health  Department : — 

Northampton  General  Hospital ; 

Kettering  and  District  General  Hospital  ; 

The  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby  ; 

Stamford  and  Rutland  General  Infirmary  ; 
according  to  the  area  in  which  the  case  occurs. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  Twenty  cases  were  notified,  with  a  good  result  in  every 
instance.  Four  patients  were  treated  as  in-patients  at  Northampton  General  Hospital,  and 
one  at  Kettering  General  Hospital.  Two  attended  the  former  hospital  as  out-patients,  and 
for  thirteen  special  nursing  was  provided.  Nineteen  cases  were  visited  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  Northampton  General  Hospital  for  the  admission  of  these 
cases,  either  with  or  without  their  mothers.  Admission  is  obtained  on  application  to  the  Health 
Department,  and  no  charge  on  the  parents  is  made  for  treatment. 
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HOSPITALS. 

(a)  General  :  Full  details  of  the  hospital  services  of  the  County  were  given  in  last  year’s 
report.  During  the  year  under  review,  an  innovation  of  practical  interest  was  made  in  the 
out-patient  department  of  Northampton  General  Hospital :  a  plan  was  devised  to  secure  attend¬ 
ance  of  patients  by  appointment  only  and  thus  to  avoid  long  waiting  periods. 

(b)  Maternity  :  The  County  Council  make  provision  under  arrangements  with  the  volun¬ 
tary  institutions  serving  the  County  for  two  classes  of  maternity  cases  : 

(1)  those  in  which  the  accommodation  at  home  is  unsuitable  for  the  conduct  of  a 

confinement,  and 

(2)  those  in  which  the  confinement  is  likely  to  be  abnormal. 

Patients  may  be  admitted  to  the  following  institutions  : — 

Kettering  and  District  General  Hospital ; 

Northampton  General  Hospital ; 

Stamford,  Rutland  and  General  Infirmary  ; 

Warwickshire  County  Maternity  Home  ; 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby. 

Cases  are  admitted  only  on  the  certificate  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  a  patient  is  re¬ 
quired  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  an  amount  decided  upon  by  the  Standing 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  after  consideration  of  the  financial  circumstances 
of  the  family.  In  the  year  1931,  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  beds  for  mater¬ 
nity  cases,  accentuated  by  the  decision  of  the  Northampton  General  Hospital  Authority  that 
they  were  unable  to  take  any  but  abnormal  cases.  As  a  matter  of  urgency,  emergency  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  admission  of  three  patients  to  St.  Helier’s  Private  Nursing  Home, 
Wellingborough,  and  one  to  the  Aston  Villa  Nursing  Home,  Kettering.  The  cases  actually 


admitted  during  the  year  were  : — 

Kettering  and  District  General  Hospital  .  35 

Warwickshire  County  Maternity  Home  .  1 

Northampton  General  Hospital .  14 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby  .  1 

St.  Helier’s  Private  Nursing  Home,  Wellingborough  .  3 

Aston  Villa  Nursing  Home,  Kettering  .  1 


In  the  Summer  of  the  year,  a  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  Maternal  Mortality  was 
issued,  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  formed  the  opinion  that  the  provision  of  further 
institutional  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  was  a  matter  of  urgency.  In  accordance 
with  Section  13  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  representatives  were  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  Northampton,  and  a 
scheme  for  further  maternity  accommodation  on  the  premises  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute 
was  considered.  A  second  conference  was  held  between  these  bodies  and  representatives  of 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  Northampton  County  Borough  Council.  The 
scheme  is  still  under  consideration. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  22  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  in  the  County  and  1  Ante-Natal  Clinic.  The  latter,  which  was  associated  with 
Wellingborough  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  held  11  sessions  with  45  consultations.  Owing  to  the 
irregular  hours  worked  by  railwaymen  at  Woodford  Halse,  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure 
a  sufficiently  large  attendance  of  mothers  to  justify  the  continuance  of  this  Centre,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  conveyance  of  mothers  and  infants  from  Woodford  Halse  and  Eydon 
to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  Byfield.  Two  new  Centres  were  opened  during  the  year,  at 
Brackley  and  Corby,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1932  a  third  centre  was  opened  at  Earls  Barton. 
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The  clinics  organised  by  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  continued  to  operate  during 
the  year,  and  cases  were  referred  from  time  to  time  by  the  Medical  Officers  attending  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres.  Two  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  admitted  to  Manfield  Hospital. 

Twenty-seven  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects  were  visited  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  and  referred  for  treatment. 

MILK  GRANTS.  A  free  supply  of  milk  was  granted  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
in  64G  cases.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  family  were  considered 
by  the  Standing  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  In  addition,  a  number  of 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

HEALTH  VISITING.  No  change  in  number  took  place  in  the  Health  Visiting  Staff 
during  the  year.  The  routine  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  has  steadily  increased,  owing  to  the 
supervision  of  boarded-out  children  and  of  children  kept  for  reward  under  the  provisions  of 
Part  I.  of  the  Children  Act,  1908.  The  following  is  a  short  summary  of  their  work  : — 


Ante-Natal  visits .  513 

Infants  and  children  .  45090 

Stillbirth  and  death  inquiries  .  191 

Mental  Defectives . 426 

Tuberculosis  visits  .  2123 

Social,  etc.,  visits  . .  872 

Boarded  out  children .  641 


49,856 


In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors  made  429  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
gave  120  lectures  to  the  mothers. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION.  The  Health  Visitors  have  continued  the  visitation  of 
children  under  the  Children  Act,  1908,  and  periodical  reports  have  been  received  from  Dr. 
Barnardo’s  Homes  upon  cases  under  their  supervision.  At  the  end  of  1931,  98  foster  mothers 
and  116  children  were  on  the  register.  During  the  year,  10  cases  were  removed  from  the  County, 
9  were  returned  to  the  care  of  relatives,  1  was  legally  adopted  by  the  foster  mother,  and  in 
39  cases  supervision  was  discontinued  on  the  child  reaching  the  age  of  seven  years.  465  visits 
were  paid  during  the  year.  All  reports  are  reviewed  personally  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  prompt  measures  are  taken  to  investigate  any  case  in  which  an  adverse  report 
is  received. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913.  Twenty-five  visits  were  paid  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  to  persons  thought  to  be  defective.  118  cases  were  under  supervision  by  the 
Health  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Health  Visitors  also  reported  to  the  Mental  De¬ 
ficiency  Committee  upon  the  home  circumstances  in  37  cases  referred  to  that  Committee  by  the 
Education  Committee  upon  being  certified  as  incapable,  by  reason  of  mental  defect,  of  receiving 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a  special  school  or  class  under  Section  56  of  the  Education  Act, 
1921. 

UNMARRIED  MOTHERS.  The  Public  Health  Committee  has  authorised  the  Standing 
Sub-Committee  to  consider  applications  from  the  Peterborough  Diocesan  Purity  Association 
for  contributions  in  respect  of  the  cost  of  treatment  of  unmarried  mothers,  and  to  settle  pro¬ 
visionally  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the  County  Council  on  account  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  cases  in  suitable  Homes,  subject  to  the  amounts  thereof  being  reported  to,  and  confirmed 
by,  the  Committee.  Wherever  possible,  applications  for  contributions  towards  the  cost  of 
maintenance  in  the  Homes  are  made  to  the  Council  prior  to  the  admission  of  the  cases,  in  order 
that  suitable  enquiries  may  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  Courffcil  into  their  financial  circumstances. 
Unmarried  expectant  mothers  who  arc  destitute  are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Seven  cases  were  admitted  to  Homes  during  the  year,  under  the  arrangements  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 
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PROPAGANDA. 

A  large  amount  of  general  health  propaganda  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  Lectures 
on  health  subjects  were  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  at  Welfare  Centres, 
meetings  of  After-Care  Committees,  of  Women’s  Institutes,  and  other  public  assemblies.  The 
dental  officers  paid  special  attention  to  educational  propaganda  in  schools,  and  urged  upon 
the  parents  the  importance  of  early  dental  supervision  and  preventive  treatment.  It  is  now 
widely  recognised  that  dental  caries  plays  a  sinister  part  in  undermining  the  general  health  and 
nutrition  of  growing  children. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

In  addition  to  the  general  arrangements  for  laboratory  work,  which  were  referred  to  in  the 
1930  report,  the  scope  of  the  County  Laboratory  has  been  extended. 

With  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  Medical  Officer  who  had  experience  in  work  of  this 
nature,  it  was  found  possible  to  save  expenditure  on  informal  samples  of  water  and  of  sewage 
effluents  by  carrying  out  these  examinations  on  the  premises  of  the  existing  laboratory  at  18, 
Guildhall  Road,  Northampton. 

Other  opportunities  combined  to  make  the  establishment  of  the  laboratory  a  virtual 
necessity. 

One  of  the  methods  hitherto  employed  in  this  County  for  the  encouragement  of  clean  milk 
production  has  been  the  promotion  of  “  Clean  Milk  Competitions  ”  under  the  aegis  of  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Education  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee.  These  competitions  served 
a  valuable  function  as  an  adjunct  to  the  educational  work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  Moulton 
Farm  Institute,  but  it  was  felt  that,  for  the  time  being  at  any  rate,  the  method  had  outgrown 
its  usefulness.  The  organization  of  clean  milk  competitions  involves  considerable  time  and 
expense,  and  participation  tends  to  become  confined  to  farmers  whose  milk  is  already  clean  ; 
it  is  not  possible  to  reach  effectively  those  who  are  producing  dirty  milk. 

The  County  Laboratory  was  therefore  organized,  in  co-operation  with  the  Director  of 
Moulton  Farm  Institute,  to  serve  as  a  focal  point  for  a  new  clean  milk  campaign.  A  letter 
was  sent  to  all  local  authorities  inviting  their  co-operation  in  the  encouragement  of  clean  milk 
production,  and  a  favourable  response  was  received  in  nearly  every  case. 

A  simple  method  of  collection  of  samples  is  employed  :  the  Laboratory  sends  to  each 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  turn  a  case  of  sterile  bottles.  Informal  samples  of  milk  are  collected 
before  delivery  to  the  consumer.  These  are  transmitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  reported  upon  as  “  good,”  “  fair,”  or  “  bad,”  according  to  the  number  of 
bacteria  and  coliform  organisms  found  on  incubation.  In  the  case  of  a  sample  recorded  as 
“  bad,”  the  Sanitary  Inspector  investigates  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  If  no  improvement 
takes  place,  a  visit  for  advice  and  educational  purposes  is  paid  by  the  staff  of  the  Moulton  Farm 
Institute.  A  small  charge  is  made  to  the  local  authority  for  each  sample  analysed. 

The  periodical  sampling  of  all  milk  sold  in  the  County  enables  local  authorities  to  exercise 
a  stricter  control  over  the  quality  of  milk  produced.  It  encourages  the  farmer  who  is  producing 
clean  milk,  and  stimulates  the  defaulter  to  aim  at  a  higher  standard  of  cleanliness.  The  object 
of  the  scheme  is  educational  and  not  penal,  and  the  report  upon  samples  cannot  be  used  to 
support  a  prosecution. 

Under  a  scheme  which  has  been  brought  forward  by  the  National  Milk  Publicity  Council 
a  daily  ration  of  milk  is  being  supplied  to  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  children  in  our  public 
elementary  schools.  Careful  supervision  must  be  exercised  over  the  quality  of  the  milk  supplied, 
for,  although  good  milk  is  a  valuable  food,  bad  milk  is  a  fertile  seed  of  disease.  The  County 
Laboratory  provides  the  necessary  supervision,  and  samptles  of  the  milk  supplied  to  schools 
are  analysed  at  regular  intervals. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Desborough  Urban. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  March  in  respect  of  an 
application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,650  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply.  These 
works  have  now  been  carried  out  and  an  additional  high  pressure  filter  has  been  constructed. 

Daventry  Rural. — A  scheme  for  a  public  water  supply  for  the  village  of  Farthingstone 
was  completed  during  the  year. 

Kettering  Rural. — A  new  well  which  has  been  sunk  at  Pytchlev  has  given  a  good  yield 
of  water. 

Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  in  respect  of  a  scheme  of  water 
supply  for  the  hamlet  of  Overthorpe  was  held  during  the  year,  and  a  loan  of  £539  was  sanc¬ 
tioned.  The  works  have  now  been  completed. 

Oundle  and  Thrapston  Rural. — Great  difficulties  have  been  met  with  in  the  effort  to 
find  a  supply  of  drinking  water  for  the  villages  which  lie  on  the  eastern  borders  of  these  Dis¬ 
tricts.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide  water  by  means  of  a  motor  lorry  and 
a  tank.  There  is  little  hope  of  obtaining  suitable  local  supplies,  and  the  cost  of  a  general  scheme 
would  be  prohibitive  at  the  present  time. 

A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  November  to  consider  an  application  for  sanction 
to  borrow  £6,000  for  works  of  water  supply  for  the  parish  of  Woodford.  The  scheme  in  general 
was  sanctioned  and  the  practical  details  are  now  under  consideration. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  condition  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  County  was  the  subject  of  investigation 
by  the  Medical  Officers  during  the  year  and  special  attention  was  paid  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Avon.  In  addition,  approximately  eighty  inspections  of  sewage  disposal  works  were  carried 
out.  The  results  of  these  inspections  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  the 
attention  of  the  various  District  authorities  was  called  to  cases  in  which  defects  in  the  system 
of  sewage  disposal  was  liable  to  cause  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  County.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases  prompt  action  was  taken  to  remedy  the  defects  which  were  pointed 
out,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  few  outstanding  cases  of  pollution. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  The  following  information  as  to  works  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  is  taken  mainly  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Desborough  Urban.— A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  March  in  respect  of  an 
application  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £5,400  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 
This  scheme  was  not  sanctioned.  A  further  scheme  for  the  relief  of  unemployment,  by  an 
extension  of  the  sewage  outfall  works  in  the  provision  of  additional  tanks  and  filters  on  a  new 
site  and  extension  of  sewers  for  the  drainage  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  District  at  an  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  £8,200  was  sanctioned  and  the  work  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Rothwell  Urban. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  August  in  respect  of  an  appli¬ 
cation  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £4,750  for  works  of  sew-age  disposal.  The  Ministry 
were  prepared  to  sanction  the  loan  on  receipt  of  provisionally  accepted  tenders,  but  the  Council 
decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  until  the  decision  of  the  County  Council  in  connection 
with  County  Districts  was  made  known. 


Brackley  Rural. — New  irrigation  works  have  been  carried  out  at  Syresham  and  Culworth 
but  the  Kings  Sutton  scheme  has  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  financial  crisis.  A  new 
scheme  is  being  prepared  for  the  village  of  Eydon. 


Brixworth  Rural. — Boughton  parish  is  being  developed  and  new  sewerage  with  proper 
outfall  works  has  become  necessary  ;  a  scheme  is  being  prepared.  (A  scheme  to  deal  with  the 
New  Devon  Estate  near  Kingsthorpe  is  urgently  required). 


Daventry  Rural. — Plans  and  particulars  of  a  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Long  Buckby 
wTere  sent  during  the  year  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Rural  Council  compulsorily  pur¬ 
chased  certain  lands  required  in  connection  therewith  ;  the  cutting  down,  however,  of  the 
Exchequer  Grants  under  the  tlnemployment  Relief  Works  Scheme  has  led  to  the  postpone¬ 
ment  of  the  scheme. 


Middleton  Cheney  Rural. — The  approved  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Middleton  Cheney 
has  been  cowqdeted  and  both  sections  are  now  in  working  order. 


Northampton  Rural. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  June  in  respect  of  an 
application  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £8,850  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  the  parish  of  Duston.  (Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  the  reception  of  the  sewage 
from  this  parish  into  the  Borough  sewers— May,  1932). 

Oxendon  Rural. — A  new  septic  tank  and  filter  has  been  erected  at  East  Farndon,  and 
similar  works  are  to  be  carried  out  at  Ashley.  An  additional  filter  has  been  erected  at 
Wilbarston  and  a  new  septic  tank  at  Clipston.  The  sewer  at  West  End,  Welford,  has  been 
completed. 


Thrapston  Rural. — At  Islip,  repairs  and  renewals  to  the  sedimentation  effluent  and  septic 
tanks  were  carried  out,  and  the  land  relaid  in  order  to  make  the  treatment  of  sewage  more 
effective.  The  sewage  outfall  at  Tichmarsh  has  been  repaired,  and  renewals  and  repairs  of 
sewers  carried  out  at  Great  Addington  and  Woodford.  Work  was  commenced  in  August  on 
an  up-to-date  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Brigstock. 


Towcester  Rural. — Plans  are  in  preparation  for  the  installation  at  the  Towcester  Outfall 
Works  of  two  new  filter  beds  with  automatic  sprinklers  to  replace  the  now  obsolete,  small,  and 
insufficient  stone  filters  of  the  upward  filtration  system. 


Wellingborough  Rural. — A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  September  for  sanc¬ 
tion  to  a  loan  of  £3,590  for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  parish  of  Bozeat. 
The  Ministry  refused  to  sanction  the  application  unless  a  scheme  for  a  water  supply  was  also 
submitted. 

Closet  Accommodation.  At  the  date  this  Report  was  completed,  Annual  Reports  had 
been  received  from  8  Urban  Districts  and  13  Rural  Districts.  From  these,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  number  of  privies  (middens)  and  pail  or  earth  closets  connected  with  the  water-carriage 
system  during  the  year  amounted  to  153. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

There  are  now  two  producers  of  Grade  A.  Milk  under  licences  from  the  County  Council. 
Their  premises  have  been  inspected  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year,  and  the  samples  taken 
for  bacteriological  analysis  showed  a  high  degree  of  purity. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

Two  cases  came  under  review  during  the  year.  The  first  related  to  a  sample  of  milk  taken 
from  a  retail  supply  by  the  Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs.  It  was  found  on  biological  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  infected  with  tubercle.  The  Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector  investigated  the  con¬ 
ditions  at  the  farm  from  which  the  retailer  obtained  his  supply.  Specimens  were  taken  for 
further  biological  examination  but  the  actual  source  of  the  infection  was  not  discovered. 

The  second  case  referred  to  a  sample  of  milk  taken  by  an  Inspector  of  Willesden  Urban 
District  Council  from  a  supply  sent  to  Willesden  by  a  farmer  in  this  County.  A  veterinary 
examination  was  made  of  all  the  dairy  cows  on  the  farm  ;  by  this  means  the  tuberculous  infec¬ 
tion  was  traced  to  one  animal  which  was  slaughtered. 

The  Inspectors  of  Food  and  Drugs  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8  of  the  Act  took  fifty 
samples  from  supplies  in  course  of  delivery  to  consumers  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  cows 
referred  to  above,  the  whole  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  tuberculous  infection. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  arrangements,  approved  by  the  Council  in  January,  1928,  for  the  inspection  of  dairy 
cattle  twice  yearly  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  were  further 
extended  for  a  period  of  one  year.  The  Reports  of  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  show  that  con¬ 
ditions  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  COWS  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  following  table  gives  a  list  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  shows  the 
number  of  cows  destroyed  on  account  of  tuberculous  infection  : — 


No.  of  Inspections 
and  re-mspections 
of  premises. 

Number  of  Inspec¬ 

tions  of  Cows. 

Number  of  cows 

with  Tuberculosis 

(including 

Tuberculosis  of  the 

Udder). 

Number  of  cows  with 

“scheduled  diseases” 

under  the  Milk  &  Dairies 

(Consolidation)  Act,  191 5 , 

or  the  Milk  &  Dairies 

Order  of  1926. 

PETTY  SESSIONAL  DIVISIONS. 

Brackley  . 

269 

3717 

— 

— 

Daventry  . 

461 

5131 

— 

8 

Little  Bowden  . 

176 

2123 

1 

x  _ 

Northampton  . 

627 

6806 

3 

95 

Oundle  . 

311 

2188 

3 

12 

Thrapston  . 

164 

1107 

— 

5 

Towcester  . 

511 

5669 

11 

14 

Parishes  of  Gretton,  Rockingham, 

Draughton,  Faxton  and  Mawsley 

20 

166 

— 

— 

Parishes  of  Little  Addington,  Chelves- 

ton  and  Stanwiek  . 

36 

333 

— 

— 

DISTRICTS. 

Higham  Ferrers  Borough . 

29 

214 

— 

1 

Finedon  Urban . 

36 

304 

— 

— 

Irthlingborough  Urban  . 

36 

278 

— 

1 

Kettering  Joint  . 

345 

4128 

8 

36 

Rusliden  Urban  . 

63 

615 

3 

1 

Wellingborough  Joint  . 

275 

3330 

1 

17 

The  figures  for  the  Petty  Sessional  Divisions  are  for  the  12  months  ending  January  31st, 
1932  ;  for  the  Districts  the  figures  relate  to  the  calendar  year. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

During  the  past  year,  428  samples,  taken  under  the  above  Act,  were  submitted  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Food  and  Drugs  for  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst  (Mr.  E.  W.  Voelcker).  388 
of  these  were  taken  formally  and  40  informally.  The  samples  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Milk  .  350 

Skimmed  Milk  .  3 

Separated  Milk  .  4 

Cream .  1 

Tinned  Cream  .  7 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  ....  2 

Condensed  Skimmed  Milk  .  8 

Butter  .  16 

Margarine  .  3 

Lard  .  1 

Pastry  Mixture  .  1 

Cake  Flour  .  1 

Self-Raising  Flour  .  2 

Rice  .  1 

Dried  Fruits  .  2 

Tinned  Peas  .  2 

Lemon  Squash  .  1 

Temperance  Ginger  Wine  .  1 

Cocoa  .  1 

Tea  .  2 

Sild  in  Pure  Olive  Oil  .  1 


Corned  Beef  .  1 

Brawn  .  1 

Jam  .  2 

Concentrated  Essence  of  Rennet  1 

Red  Salmon  .  1 

Compound  Pepper  .  1 

Pineapple  Cubes  .  1 

Drugs. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  1 

Blackcurrant,  Honey  and  Aniseed 

Balsam  .  1 

Boracic  Acid  Powder  .  1 

Cascara  Sagrada  .  1 

Tincture  of  Iodine .  1 

Liquid  Medicinal  Paraffin  .  1 

Camphorated  Oil  .  1 

Distilled  Water .  3 


428 


Particulars  of  action  taken  in  the  cases  reported  against  are  dealt  with  in  the  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Inspectors  of  Food  and  Drugs,  immediately  following. 


Report  of  the  Work  of  the  Inspectors  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

Of  the  428  samples  analysed  350  were  of  milk,  including  19  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples. 

55  of  the  milk  samples  were  reported  against,  40  being  deficient  in  fat  in  amounts  ranging 
from  2  per  cent,  to  27.3  per  cent.,  or  an  average  fat  deficiency  of  11.89  per  cent..,  and  15  con¬ 
tained  added  water  varying  from  3.3  per  cent,  to  30.5  per  cent.,  or  an  average  water  addition 
of  12.13  per  cent. 

Of  the  19  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples,  7  were  taken  in  connection  with  added  water  samples 
and  12  in  respect  of  deficiencies  of  fat.  None  of  the  former  showed  less  than  the  minimum 
standard  for  non-fatty  solids  (8.5  per  cent.)  but  seven  of  the  latter  contained  less  than  3  per 
cent,  of  fat. 

In  one  case  where  added  water  was  found  in  milk,  two  following-up  samples  also  showed 
adulteration.  Enquiries  showed  that  the  farmer  himself  had  no  knowledge  of  the  adulteration, 
and  proceedings  were  therefore  not  instituted ;  the  farm  hand  responsible  was,  however,  dis¬ 
missed  from  his  employment.  In  another  case  a  cowman  was  fined  in  two  instances  for  aiding 
and  abetting  in  the  adulteration  of  milk,  the  charge  against  the  principal  being  dismissed  on 
payment  of  costs. 

Two  samples  of  adulterated  milk  were  traced  to  the  producer  who  was  fined  £6 
and  £2  4s.  6d.  costs  in  respect  of  three  samples  containing  13.4  per  cent.,  25.6  per  cent,  and 
30.5  per  cent,  of  added  water  respectively. 

In  all,  proceedings  were  taken  in  ten  cases — all  for  added  water  in  milk — and  fines  and 
costs  inflicted  amounted  to  £18  5s.  Od. 
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Most  of  the  milk  deficiencies  of  fat  were  in  respect  of  samples  taken  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  which  are  usually  the  months  when  fat  deficiencies  occur,  and  “  appeal  to 
cow  ”  samples  and  samples  taken  direct  from  producers  confirmed  the  opinion  that  no  adul¬ 
teration  had  taken  place  ;  no  proceedings  were  taken.  Farmers  were  advised,  however,  to  make 
more  even  intervals  between  milking,  especially  in  the  case  of  heavy  milkers,  and  in  one  case 
a  producer  was  warned  for  allowing  the  calves  to  take  the  richer  portion  of  the  milk  from  the 
cows. 

A  sample  of  Camphorated  Oil  was  low  in  Camphor  content,  18.5  per  cent,  instead  of  20 
per  cent.,  the  Analyst  was,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  camphor  had  volatilised. 


The  percentage  of  samples  reported  against  in  1931  was  considerably  higher  than  at  any 
time  during  the  past  five  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  epitome  of  the  work  done  in  the 
years  1927-31. 


Year. 

Samples 
submitted  for 
analysis. 

Number 

Reported 

against. 

Percent¬ 

age. 

Amount  of  fines 
and  costs  in 
prosecution. 

1927 

434 

24 

5.5 

£3  17  0 

1928 

429 

7 

1.6 

£4  0  0 

1929 

434 

36 

8.1 

£15  12  0 

1930 

465 

54 

11.6 

£15  8  6 

1931 

409 

58 

14.1 

£18  5  0 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-27. 

Of  the  samples  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928, 
376  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  a  preservative.  In  five  of  these  samples,  viz.  : — Dried 
Fruit  2,  Lemon  Squash  1,  Ginger  Wine  1,  Blackcurrant,  Honey  and  Aniseed  Balsam  1,  a  prc 
servative  was  found,  but  the  amount  in  each  case  was  well  within  the  prescribed  limits. 


Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-27. 

Ten  samples  were  analysed,  two  of  which  were  slightly  deficient  in  total  milk  solids  and 
non-fatty  solids  respectively. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923-27. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  these  Regulations. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 

Six  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Pathologist  at  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital,  all  of  which  were  found  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  conditions.  Two  Grade  A. 
(Tuberculin  Tested)  Producers’  licences  were  relinquished  during  the  year,  and  in  one  of  these 
cases  a  licence  to  produce  Certified  Milk  was  applied  for  and  granted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1931 ,  the  licences  held  by  Producers  in  this  County  were  as  follows 
Certified — two. 

Grade  A.  (Tuberculin  Tested) — four. 

Grade  A.— two. 

Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  Other  Diseases. 


Northamptonshire  suffered  very  little  from  infectious  disease  during  the  year  1931. 
(Table  III.  in  Section  B.  shows  the  distribution  of  cases  among  the  several  Districts). 

Smallpox. 

In  the  early  part  of  1931  the  extension  of  an  epidemic  of  mild  smallpox  from  neighbouring 
Counties  seemed  imminent,  and  I  communicated  with  the  whole  of  the  medical  practitioners 
in  the  County  on  the  subject.  Fortunately  my  fears  were  not  realized  and  only  five  definite 
cases  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year  ;  all  of  these  'were  notified  between  the  first  week 
in  March  and  the  last  week  in  April,  and  were  confined  to  the  Desborough  and  Rothwcll  Urban 
Districts. 

Vaccination.  The  statistics  with  regard  to  Vaccination  in  the  Administrative  County 
for  the  year  1930  (the  latest  year  available)  show  a  further  decline  in  the  Certificates  of  Success¬ 
ful  Vaccination  received.  Certificates  were  received  in  only  11.9  per  cent,  of  the  registered 
births  against  12.6  per  cent,  for  the  year  1929,  and  as  against  15.5  per  cent,  for  the  year  1928. 
The  Districts  with  the  highest  percentages  were  Oundle  36.8,  Daventry  25.5,  Brackley  20.9 
and  Brixworth  20.1,  and  the  lowest  were  Kettering  4.8,  Thrapston  and  Wellingborough  each  7.6. 


Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  20  fewer  cases  notified  than  in  the  year  1930,  487  against 
507.  Cases  occurred  in  every  week  of  the  year,  but  practically  70  per  cent,  were  notified  in  the 
second  half-year.  The  Districts  with  the  highest  number  of  cases  were  Kettering  Urban  125, 
Rushden  Urban  54,  Desborough  and  Rothwell  each  42,  Wellingborough  Urban  40,  Kettering 
Rural  36  and  Wellingborough  Rural  29.  Oundle  and  Raunds  Urban,  Crick,  Easton-on-the-Hill, 
Gretton  and  Oundle  Rural  had  no  cases  notified. 

Only  one  school  was  closed  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year. 

Two  deaths  occurred,  representing  a  case  mortality  rate  of  0.41  per  cent.,  as  against  0.98 
per  cent,  for  the  year  1930. 

Diphtheria.  The  notifications  of  Diphtheria  showed  a  reduction  on  the  year  1930, 
155  eases  as  against  419.  Cases  occurred  regularly  throughout  the  year,  and  over  72  per  cent, 
were  notified  during  the  first  half  year.  The  highest  numbers  of  cases  were  in  Kettering  (21), 
Finedon  and  Wellingborough  (each  19),  and  Northampton  Rural  District  (16).  Two  Urban 
Districts  and  four  Rural  Districts  escaped  visitation  of  the  disease. 

The  epidemic  at  Finedon  during  1930  continued  in  the  first  four  months  of  1931,  after 
which  no  further  case  occurred.  80  per  cent,  of  those  affected  were  children  under  10  years 
of  age. 

On  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of  Diphtheria  at  St.  John’s  School,  Tiffield,  the  County  Council 
Medical  Staff  performed  the  Schick  test  on  the  boys  and  staff  and  immunized  all  positive  reac¬ 
tors. 


The  deaths  (12)  represented  a  case  mortality  rate  of  7.74  per  cent,  as  against  4.29  per  cent, 
in  the  year  1930. 

Enteric  Fever.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  as  against  42  in  the  year  1930  ;  these 
were  distributed  among  five  Urban  Districts  and  three  Rural  Districts,  and  six  cases  were  of 
the  paratyphoid  group.  There  were  three  deaths. 
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Erysipelas.  Seventy-six  cases  were  notified,  as  against  one  hundred  and  twelve  in  the 
year  1930. 

Measles.  Prevalence  of  Measles  was  reported  in  four  villages  in  the  Oundle  Rural  District, 
and  at  Ecton  in  the  Wellingborough  Rural  District.  There  were  also  a  few  cases  at  Berrywood. 
(German  Measles  was  also  prevalent  for  a  short  period  at  Benefield  in  the  Oundle  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict).  Seven  schools  in  the  County — exclusive  of  Kettering — were  closed  in  consequence  of 
outbreaks.  There  were  four  deaths  as  against  nine  in  the  year  1930. 

Whooping  Cough.  In  the  whole  of  the  County  eight  deaths  occurred  as  against  four  in  the 
year  1930.  The  only  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  reported  was  at  Wellingborough  in  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Chicken  Pox.  Chicken  Pox  is  notifiable  in  the  Hardingstone  and  Potterspury  Rural 
Districts,  and  during  the  year  1931  it  was  temporarily  notifiable  for  varying  periods  in  Daventry 
Borough,  Kettering  Urban  District,  Daventry  and  Kettering  Rural  Districts.  The  cases  noti¬ 
fied  were  practically  the  same  in  number  as  in  the  year  1930,  627  as  against  014,  and  occurred 
fairly  equally  in  each  week  throughout  the  year.  The  Districts  with  the  greatest  number  of 
notified  cases  were  Kettering  Urban  (446)  and  Daventry  Rural  (102). 

One  school,  exclusive  of  Kettering,  was  closed  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two  years  of  age).  Seven  deaths  occurred  from  these 
diseases  as  against  eight  in  the  previous  year.  Six  of  the  deaths  during  1931  were  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 

Influenza.  The  low  mortality  of  the  previous  year  was  not  maintained  during  the  year 
1931,  there  being  90  deaths  as  against  28  in  the  year  1930.  Two  schools  were  closed  (exclusive 
of  Kettering)  in  consequence  of  outbreaks. 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal).  Two  hundred  cases  were  notified 
as  against  254  in  the  year  1930.  121  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  79  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

Cases  occurred  each  week  (except  four  weeks)  throughout  the  year,  68.5  per  cent,  being  notified 
in  the  first  six  months.  Only  one  Urban  District  and  four  Rural  Districts  had  no  notification. 

A  special  nurse  was  supplied  in  two  of  the  cases,  under  the  arrangement  existing  between 
the  County  Council  and  the  Northants.  Nursing  Association. 

The  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia  amounted  to  97 — 47  in  the  Urban  Districts  and 
50  in  the  Rural  Districts— against  116  in  the  year  1930. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  Pour  cases  were  notified,  against  nineteen  in  the  year  1930.  No 
case  was  removed  to  hospital  during  the  year  1931  in  respect  of  which  the  County  Council  was 
liable  for  maintenance.  There  was  no  death  from  this  cause. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  One  case  was  notified  and  proved  fatal,  as  against  three  (non. 
fatal)  cases  in  the  year  1930. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  Two  cases  were  notified  as  against  three  in  the  previous  year, 
and  there  were  seven  deaths  as  against  eight  in  the  year  1930. 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis.  Malaria.  No  case  was  notified  from  either  of  these  diseases 
during  the  year,  nor  was  any  death  recorded. 

Epidemic  Jaundice.  About  fourteen  cases  of  Jaundice  were  seen  at  Warmington  by  the 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They  were  in  six  separate  families,  using  water  from  four 
different  wells.  All  were  of  school  age,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  attended  the  village  school. 

Mumps.  There  was  some  prevalence  of  Mumps  in  July  at  Kings  Cliffe,  and  a  few  cases  later 
in  the  year  at  Oundle. 


21 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  figures,  compiled  from  the  Returns  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
show  the  position  of  the  County  as  regards  existing  cases  of  Tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1931. 

PULMONARY .  NON-PULMONARY.  TOTAL 

MALES.  FEMALES.  TOTAL.  MALES.  FEMALES.  TOTAL.  CASES. 

532  505  1,037  176  142  318  1,355 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during 
1930  are  shown  below 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

PULMONARY. 

NON-PULMONARY. 

PULMONARY.  NON- 

PULMONARY. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

. 

_____ 

1  . 

1 

— 

7 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5  . 

2 

3 

3 

6 

— 

1 

2 

4 

10  . 

5 

4 

10 

'2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

15  . 

11 

18 

3 

3 

14 

21 

4 

3 

20  . 

17 

22 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

25  . 

25 

21 

2 

2 

20 

15 

— 

2 

35  . 

22 

20 

— 

2 

12 

15 

2 

1 

45 

11 

11 

3 

— 

7 

11 

2 

2 

55  ..  ..  .. 

6 

5 

3 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

104 

108 

37 

22 

61 

69 

11 

14 

Twelve  (or  7.74  per  cent.)  of  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  were  not  notified  in  this 
Administrative  County  ;  in  respect  of  ten  of  these  the  information  was  obtained  either  from 
the  local  Registrars’  returns  or  from  the  slips  received  quarterly  from  the  Registrar- 
General  relating  to  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  County,  and  two  were 
transfers  from  other  areas.  The  cases  of  non-notification  were  enquired  into,  and  the 
explanations  furnished  were  (1)  Believed  to  have  been  notified  by  previous  medical  attendant, 
(2)  infant  (2  months)  in  General  Hospital  for  only  short  period,  (3)  diagnosis  not  interpreted 
as  requiring  tuberculosis  notification,  and  (4)  cases  found  to  have  been  notified  in  other  areas. 
There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  wilful  evasion  of  notification  of  the  disease  in  this 
County. 

The  total  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1931  amounted  to  255 — 
132  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  123  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Of  this  number,  198  (96  males  and 
102  females)  were  suffering  from  respiratory  forms  of  the  disease  and  57  (35  males  and  22 
females)  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  The  total  primary  notifications  are  less  by  39  than 
the  number  for  the  year  1930.  Table  III.  in  Section  B.  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
in  each  District. 

Mortality.  Respiratory.— During  the  year  1931,  130  deaths  (61  males  and  69  females) 
occurred,  71  of  which  were  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  59  in  the  Rural  Districts. 
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Other  Forms.— Twenty-five  deaths  occurred  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  (11  males 
and  14  females),  14  being  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  11  in  the  Rural  Districts. 


There  were  thus  155  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  as  compared  with  181  deaths 
in  1930.  ^  The  mortality  rate  was  0.71  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  against  0.83  in  the  previous 

year.  The  rate  for  the  Combined  Urban  Districts  was  0.81  and  for  the  Combined  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  0.61. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.-These  Regulations,  which 
ordinarily  apply  to  the  Councils  of  urban  and  rural  districts  provide  means  for  the  prevention 
of  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  being  employed  in  occupations  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  dairies,  which  would  involve  the  milking  of  cows,  the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling 
of  vessels  used  for  containing  milk.  The  County  Council  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  Order 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  m  June  1926,  constituting  the  Council  an  Authority  (concurrently 
vitli  the  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils)  under  the  Regulations. 


No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  by  the  County  Council  under  these  regulations, 
and  no  information  was  received  from  any  local  authority  in  the  County  as  to  action  having 
been  taken  by  them. 


Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  62.— No  action  was  taken  by  this  County  Council 
under  the  powers  given  to  County  Councils  and  local  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the  compulsory 
removal  to  a  hospital  or  institution  of  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  an 
infectious  character,  who  are  a  serious  risk  to  others,  or  whose  lodging  or  accommodation  is 
such  that  proper  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  cannot  be  taken,  or  in  whose 
case  such  precautions  are  not  being  taken. 


DISPENSARY  WORK.  The  situation,  days  and  hours  of  opening  of  the  three  County 
tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  as  follows  : —  J 


(1)  Northampton  .  18,  Guildhall  Road,  Northampton. 

Saturdays,  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

*(2)  Kettering  .  Market  Street,  Kettering. 

Fridays,  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.,  and 
2.0  to  3.30  p.m. 

(3)  Wellingborough  .  108,  Midland  Road,  Wellingborough. 

Wednesdays,  10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m., 
and  2.0  to  3.30  p.m. 

Ditto  .  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic, 

108,  Midland  Road,  Wellingborough. 
Mondays,  9.30  a.m.  to  2.0  p.m. 


*  As  from  1st  July,  1932,  the  hours  of  Kettering  Dispensary  will  be  10.0  a.m.  to  1.0  p.m 


During  the  year  1,348  patients  visited  the  three  Dispensaries  and  jpade  a  total  of  2  689 
attendances,  or  an  average  of  2  visits  per  patient.  (This  number  includes  943  attendances 

made  by  55  patients  who  attended  for  treatment  by  Ultra  Violet  Radiation  at  Wellingborough 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary).  °  ° 


.  A?  oomPar«d  »'“h  1030,  the  number  of  new  cases  examined,  including  Contacts,  during 
*  showed  a  decrease  of  12,  but  taking  the  average  number  of  new  eases  examined  during 
the  last  five  years  the  673  new  cases  examined  during  1931  is  20  above  that  figure. 


23 


The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  patients  at  the  three  Dispensaries  during  1931 
was  2,689  or  8  more  than  the  previous  year. 

468  new  patients,  exclusive  of  Contacts,  presented  themselves  for  examination  at  the 
Dispensaries  for  the  first  time  during  1931.  Of  these,  190  or  40.6  per  cent,  were  diagnosed 
before  the  end  of  the  year  as  suffering  from  definite  tuberculous  disease  ;  7  were  considered 
to  be  doubtfully  tuberculous  and  remained  under  observation  at  the  Dispensaries,  and  271 
or  57.9  per  cent,  either  revealed  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  or,  after  a  period  of  observation, 
were  considered  not  to  be  tuberculous. 

205  Contacts  were  examined  in  addition  to  the  468  new  patients.  Of  these,  4,  or  2  per 
cent.,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  definite  tuberculous  disease,  and  201,  or  98  per  cent., 
were  considered  to  be  not  tuberculous. 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  patients  in  their  own  homes 
Vas  818  (inclusive  of  293  personal  consultations  with  Medical  Practitioners).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tionally  high  figure  and  is  in  excess  of  visits  and  consultations  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1913.  It  was  necessary  for  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  travel 
8,453  miles  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  during  1931.  The  total  number  of  consultations, 
personal  and  otherwise,  between  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Medical  Practitioners  during 
the  year  was  668,  or  an  average  of  about  13  consultations  per  week.  This  again  indicates  the 
co-operation  which  exists  between  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

During  the  year  1931  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse,  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses  to  the  homes  of  tuberculous  patients  was  3,336,  which  is  higher 
by  979  than  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Table  A.  in  Section  B.  shows  in  detail  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries. 

Of  the  194  new  patients,  inclusive  of  4  Contacts,  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  54  or  27.8  per  cent,  were  engaged  in  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Industry.  It  is  a  remark¬ 
able  fact  that  the  variation  in  the  percentage  of  definite  tuberculous  cases  connected  with  the 
Boot  and  Shoe  Industry  for  several  years  past  has  only  been  a  trifle  above  one.  It  is  natural 
to  assume  that  in  any  given  area  at  least  a  quarter  of  the  patients  would  be  drawn  from  the 
staple  industry  obtaining  in  that  area,  and  no  inference  can  therefore  be  drawn  from  these 
figures  alone  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Industry  is  unduly  high. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  condition  of  all  the  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  Register,  viz.,  928,  was  ascertained  during  the  year. 

Tables  B  (1)  and  (2)  in  Section  B.  show  in  summary  form  the  condition  of  ail  patients  w  hose 
case  records  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Dispensaries  at  the  end  of  1930,  arranged  according  to 
the  years  in  which  the  patients  first  came  under  Public  Medical  Treatment  for  tuberculosis. 


These  Tables  are  well  worthy  of  study  as  a  record  of  the  progress  of  patients  who  came 
under  treatment  for  the  first  time  previous  to  1926,  and  in  1926  and  each  subsequent  year. 
The  information  is  especially  interesting  where  it  applies  to  patients  who  have  been  under 
treatment  for  tw  o  years  or  more  ;  for  in  these  cases  one  has  an  opportunity  of  estimating  to  some 
extent  the  response  to  treatment. 


During  the  year  1931,  29  pulmonary  and  10  non-pulmonary  cases  were  transferred  from 
the  arrested”  to  the  “  cured”  class  and  written  off  the  Register. 

A  further  25  pulmonary  and  32  non-pulmonary  cases  were  transferred  from  the  “  not 
arrested”  to  the  “  arrested”  class. 
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Of  the  675  persons,  including  contacts  and  two  patients  who  were  transferred  from  other 
areas,  who  presented  themselves  for  examination  for  the  first  time  during  1931,  155  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  41  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ;  the 
former  were  placed  in  the  following  categories  : — 

Sputum  negative  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  .70  or  45.1  per  cent. 

,,  positive  „  ,,  „  Group  1  - 4  or  2.6  ,, 

jj  , ,  ,,  , ,  , ,  ,,  2  .  .  .  .42  or  27.1  ,,  ,, 

n  )>  )j  jj  ,,  3  . . .  .39  or  25.2  ,,  ,, 

The  41  non-pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Bones  and  Joints  .  15  or  36.6  per  cent. 

Abdominal  .  12  or  29.3  ,,  ,, 

Other  Organs  .  4  or  9.7  ,,  ,, 

Peripheral  Glands .  10  or  24.4  ,,  ,, 

Extra  Nourishment.  Extra  Nourishment  mainly  in  the  form  of  milk  was  supplied 
during  the  financial  year  1931-32  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  58 
patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  as  against  51  such  patients  in  the  year  1930-31. 

Drugs  and  Medical  Appliances.  During  the  year  1931,  280  One-lb.  jars  of  Roboleine 
were  given  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  patients  (chiefly  children)  receiving  Dispensary  Treat¬ 
ment. 


Shelters.  The  number  of  Open-Air  Shelters  occupied  by  tuberculous  patients  during 
the  year  was  22.  All  these  are  the  property  of  the  County  Council.  Two  of  the  old  Shelters 
had  become  so  dilapidated  that  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  have  them  repaired.  With 
the  consent  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  one  wras  sold  and  negotiations  were  pending  at 
the  end  of  the  year  with  a  view  to  the  sale  of  the  other.  The  Shelters  are  made  in  sections 
and  bolted  together,  but  their  periodic  taking  down,  removal  and  reassembling  for  the  use  of 
patients  plays  no  small  part  in  depreciation.  Removals  and  re-erections  were  carried  out  on 
12  occasions  during  the  year  1931. 


Pathological  Specimens.  During  the  year,  382  pathological  specimens  vrere  examined 
viz.,  379  specimens  of  sputum  and  3  specimens  of  urine.  Of  the  sputum  specimens,  79  were 
positive  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  300  were  negative.  The  3  specimens  of  urine  were  negative 
for  albumen. 

Tables  C  (1)  (2)  and  (3)  in  Section  B.  show'  the  number  of  beds  available  in  Institutions 
and  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  provided  during  the  year  1931. 

During  the  year  1931,  159  Northamptonshire  County  Council  patients  wrere  under  treat¬ 


ment  at  Rushden  House  Sanatorium. 

No.  of  patients  in  Rushden  House  Sanatorium  on  1st  January,  1931 .  59 

„  ,,  ,,  admitted  during  the  year  .  100 

,,  ,,  ,,  discharged  during  the  year  .  96 

,,  ,,  ,,  who  died  in  the  Sanatorium  .  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  in  the  Sanatorium  on  31st  December,  1931  .  58 


An  ex-service  pensioner  also  received  307  days’  treatment  at  the  British  Legion  Village, 
Preston  Hall,  Aylesford,  Kent.  This  patient  left  the  Institution  for  domestic  reasons.  His 
condition  on  discharge  was  “  improved”  and  sputum  negative  for  tubercle  bacilli. 
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Table  D.  in  Section  B.  shows  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  patients  discharged 
from  Institutions  during  the  year  1931. 

Of  the  101  patients  who  concluded  treatment  (including  the  five  who  died)  at  Rushdeti 
House  Sanatorium  during  the  year,  53  came  under  the  T.B.  minus  class  ;  2  under  the  T.B. 
plus  Group  1  class  ;  10  under  the  T.B.  plus  Group  2  class  ;  2G  under  the  T.B.  plus  Group  3 
class,  and  4  were  non-pulmonary  cases  with  tuberculosis  of  the  abdomen. 

Of  the  53  patients  who  came  under  the  T.B.  minus  class,  37  (exclusive  of  the  patient  dis¬ 
charged  from  Preston  Hall)  were  discharged  with  the  disease  quiescent,  and  1G  with  the 
disease  not  quiescent. 

The  2  patients  who  came  under  the  T.B.  plus  Group  1  class  were  both  discharged  with 
disease  quiescent. 

Of  the  16  patients  who  came  under  the  T.B.  plus  Group  2  class,  G  were  discharged  with 
disease  quiescent,  8  with  disease  not  quiescent,  and  2  died  in  the  Sanatorium. 

Of  the  26  patients  who  came  under  the  T.B.  plus  Group  3  class,  4  were  discharged  with 
the  disease  quiescent,  19  with  disease  not  quiescent,  and  3  died  in  the  Sanatorium. 

The  4  patients  who  received  treatment  for  abdominal  tuberculosis  were  all  discharged  with 
the  disease  quiescent. 

Pneumothorax  Treatment.  Ninety-nine  pneumothorax  inductions  and  refills  were  sdven 

in  1931. 


The  details  are  as  follows  : — 

Inductions  . 
Refills 


At  Homes.  At  Dispensaries. 
8  Nil. 

GO  31 


In  addition  to  this,  eight  punctures  of  the  chest  were  made  for  pneumothorax  and  failed 
to  achieve  any  result. 

Phrenic  Evulsion.  During  the  financial  year  1931-32,  treatment  by  phre  nic  evulsion  at 
Brompton  Hospital  has  been  afforded  to  six  cases  (four  patients).  One  patient,  an  ex-service 
pensioner,  had  to  be  admitted  on  three  occasions. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  total  number  of  non-pulmonary  patients  who  received  institutional  treatment  during 
1931  was  47.  The  institutions  where  treatment  was  afforded  were  as  follows  : — 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton  .  3G  patients. 

Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby  .  1 

Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oxford  .  1 

Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northampton .  1 

Rushden  House  Sanatorium  (Gland  and  Abdominal  cases)  ....  8 

No.  of  patients  in  institutions  on  January  1st,  1931 .  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  admitted  during  the  year  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  discharged  during  the  year . 

,,  ,,  ,,  who  died  in  institutions  . 

>,  ,,  ,,  in  institution  on  December  31st,  1931 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  of  the  20  patients  who  were  discharged  during  1931, 
18  cases  (14  tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  and  4  tuberculosis  of  the  Abdomen)  left  Insti¬ 
tutions  with  the  disease  quiescent. 
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21 

20 
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TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1931,  55  patients  attended  Wellingborough  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensary  for  treatment  by  Ultra  Violet  Radiation.  The  total  number  of  attendances 
made  by  these  patients  was  943. 

The  conditions  for  which  treatment  was  given  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Lupus .  16 

Tuberculous  cervical  adenitis  .  9 

Tuberculous  osteitis  .  3 

Tuberculous  abdomen .  3 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  .  1 

Pre-tubercular  .  23 


Lupus. 

Twelve  patients  who  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930  continued  treat¬ 
ment  in  1931.  Of  these,  2  became  quiescent;  6  showed  improvement  and  four  remained 
stationary  chiefly  because  of  inadequate  attendance  ;  3  old  patients  who  had  received  U.V.R. 
in  former  years  returned  for  treatment  and  each  of  these  showed  quick  response  with  subsidence 
of  activity.  One  of  the  old  patients  with  lupus  of  the  face  transferred  herself  to  the  London 
Hospital  in  April,  1931  (with  the  approval  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer)  for  sanocrysin  treatment. 
One  new  patient  came  under  treatment  for  lupus  of  the  neck  with  a  mixed  infection  and  puru¬ 
lent  discharge.  Slow  improvement  was  manifested. 

Tuberculous  Cervical  Adenitis. 

Of  the  6  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930,  5  became  quiescent  during 
1931  ;  in  the  case  of  one  of  these,  however,  operative  treatment  had  to  be  undertaken— with 
satisfactory  results  ;  the  remaining  case  showed  no  definite  improvement. 

Three  new  patients  came  under  treatment  and  showed  very  marked  improvement.  They 
were  pretty  well  quiescent  at  the  end  of  1931. 

Tuberculous  Osteitis. 

Of  the  2  patients  who  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930,  both  showed 
satisfactory  improvement  during  1931.  One  was  a  case  of  shoulder  joint  disease  which  became 
quiescent,  the  sinuses  closing.  The  other  was  a  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  wrist  (as  previously 
mentioned  in  former  reports)  with  a  large  sloughed  skin  surface  from  wrist  to  elbow.  This 
man  has  new  skin  formation  extending  slowly  from  the  wrist  upwards.  One  new  patient  came 
under  treatment,  a  boy  with  a  granulating  and  discharging  surface  over  the  manubrium  sterni 
in  which  the  Wassermann  was  negative.  The  boy  is  doing  well.  The  discharge  is  very  much 
less  ;  a  sequestrum  has  separated  and  the  open  surface  has  contracted.  A  feature  of  this  case 
was  the  subsidence  of  pain  and  soreness  over  the  affected  area  very  soon  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  treatment. 

Tuberculous  Abdomen. 

One  old  patient  who  was  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930  made  steady  improve¬ 
ment  as  evidenced  by  gain  in  weight  and  subsidence  of  symptoms  during  1931. 

Two  new  patients  commenced  treatment  and  both  showed  improvement ;  one  of  these 
was  a  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  ileo-caecal  region  who  had  had  operative  treatment  resulting 
in  extensive  adhesions. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  _ 

The  only  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  attended  for  treatment  during  the  year  showed 
definite  improvement  and  was  discharged  as  quiescent.  This  patient  never  had  a  positive 
sputum. 
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Pre-Tubercular. 

Ten  patients  who  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  1930  continued  treatment 
during  1931.  Of  these,  6  were  discharged  wdth  treatment  satisfactorily  concluded  ;  3  cases 
showed  improvement  but  whether  due  to  treatment  or  to  natural  development  appeared  prob¬ 
lematical  ;  the  remaining  case,  a  boy  of  9  years,  continued  treatment  up  to  19th  October,  and 
his  condition  remained  more  or  less  stationary  throughout  the  period.  He  was  not  seen  again 
at  the  Light  Clinic,  and  was  notified  on  11th  December,  1931,  as  having  died  from  tubercular 
meningitis. 

Thirteen  new  cases  were  put  on  treatment  during  the  year  ;  all  showed  definite  improvement 
One  of  them,  a  girl  of  5  years,  had  had  12  months’  Sanatorium  treatment  up  to  July,  1931, 
during  which  time  she  had  been  more  or  less  stationary  (gain  in  weight  5-lbs.)  ;  symptoms  of 
chronic  cough  and  biliousness  with  sibilant  signs  in  the  chest.  In  August,  1931 ,  she  commenced 
U.V.R.  treatment ;  on  the  21st  December  her  symptoms  were  nil,  her  chest  findings  were  nil, 
she  was  a  much  more  lively  child  and  the  gain  in  weight  from  August  was  8-lbs. 

To  sum  up  the  particular  value  of  Ultra  Violet  Ray  treatment  : — 

The  most  obvious  results  are  obtained  with  cases  of  superficial  tuberculous  glands  with 
sinuses,  and  with  recently  developed  lupus. 

Superficial  glands  which  have  been  stationary  for  some  time  on  other  forms  of  treatment 
are  rapidly  cleared  with  U.V.R. — giving  clean  scars. 

Recently  infiltrated  lupus  can  be  cleared  by  U.V.R.  ;  old  established  lupus  can  be  held 
in  check  and  in  many  cases  considerably  improved  by  U.V.R.,  while  the  symptoms  of  irritation 
and  soreness  to  which  lupus  gives  rise,  can  be  alleviated. 


Rushden  House  Sanatorium. 

70  beds  were  available  during  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis.  These  were  allocated  as  follows  : — Men  28,  women  28,  children  14  (boys 
7,  girls  7).  Of  these  beds,  14  only  are  available  for  acute  and  advanced  cases.  An  average 
of  69.15  beds  has  been  occupied,  or  0.45  below  1930  which  was  the  highest  figure  since  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  institution.  The  London  County  Council  kept  an  average  of  10.8  beds  occupied. 

As  in  previous  years,  more  cases  of  a  particularly  heavy  type  had  to  be  admitted,  owing 
to  lack  of  accommodation  elsewhere  for  such  cases.  I  can  only  repeat  what  1  stated  in  the 
last  Report,  that  this  is  very  undesirable  in  a  Sanatorium. 

To  meet  the  need  for  accommodation  of  acute  and  advanced  cases,  the  Public  Health 
Committee  brought  forward  a  scheme  for  the  utilization  of  the  Infirmary  at  Thrapston  Public 
Assistance  Institution.  This  Infirmary  would  have  accommodated  34  such  cases.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  the  scheme  involved  considerable  capital  expenditure  in  the  re-construction  of  the  House 
to  provide  administrative  and  nursing  quarters  and,  therefore,  owing  to  the  call  for  economy 
throughout  the  country,  it  was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

In  substitution  for  this  Thrapston  scheme  a  proposal  was  brought  forward  to  build  an 
additional  hospital  ward  in  the  grounds  of  Rushden  Sanatorium.  The  plans  provided  for  a 
ward  of  14  beds  and  for  certain  additions  to  the  staff  accommodation.  The  advantages  of  the 
alternative  scheme  were  (a)  a  reduction  in  the  capital  cost  and  (b)  a  very  great  reduction  in 
the  maintenance  costs  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  set  up  a  new  adminis¬ 
trative  unit.  The  Rushden  scheme  was  considered  favourably  by  the  Tuberculosis  Institutions 
Sub-Committee  and  by  tbe  Public  Health  Committee,  and  the  proposal  is  still  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  County  Council. 
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It  is  hoped  during  the  coming  year  to  make  improvements  to  the  children’s  playground, 
and  to  some  of  the  paths,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Surveyor. 

Gifts.  Clothing,  boots,  magazines,  books,  games,  toys,  etc.,  have  again  been  generously 
given  by  friends  of  the  Sanatorium,  and  the  Medical  Superintendent  expresses  his  thanks  for 
these  gifts. 

The  Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers  Branch  of  the  Royal  Antidiluvian  Order  of  Buffaloes 
has  very  kindly  promised  to  instal  a  large  radio-gramophone  early  in  the  coming  year,  with 
loud  speakers  in  both  house  wards,  both  recreation  rooms  and  in  the  children’s  ward.  The 
Medical  Superintendent  is  deeply  grateful  for  this  promise,  knowing  how  much  the  radio-gramo¬ 
phone  will  be  appreciated  by  the  patients,  and  how  helpful  it  will  be  to  them  during  their  stay 
at  the  Sanatorium. 

School.  The  Medical  Superintendent  received  valuable  assistance  from  female  patients 
in  the  instruction  of  the  children.  Only  patients  with  no  sputum  are  allowed  to  give  such  help. 

General.  The  farm  and  garden  have  again  been  run  at  a  profit,  as  has  been  the  case  since 
the  opening  of  the  Sanatorium,  and  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  excellent  management  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  both  male  and  female  patients  have  given  willing  and  useful  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  upkeep  of  buildings  and  grounds  and  have  taken  a  real  interest  in  the  work. 

Prior  to  their  discharge  from  the  Sanatorium,  all  patients  receive  printed  instructions  to 
report  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  nearest  Dispensary  before  returning  to  work  or  school. 

The  Medical  Superintendent  encourages  all  ex-patients  to  keep  in  touch  with  him,  and 
it  is  very  gratifying  that  many  have  done  so  during  the  year,  either  by  personal  visit,  letter 
or  messages  sent  with  friends. 

The  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  notified  of  the  admission  and  discharge  of  all 
patients,  and  the  Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Tuberculosis  Area  Committees  are  informed  of 
the  discharges  to  their  particular  areas. 

Knowing  the  importance  of  After-Care  work  and  the  help  given  from  this  source  to  the 
patients  who  have  left  the  Sanatorium,  the  Medical  Superintendent  has  met  the  local  Visiting 
Committee  of  the  After-Care  Committee,  once  each  month  at  the  Sanatorium,  for  the  purpose 
of  discussing  the  various  problems  that  have  arisen  in  the  course  of  their  visits  to  patients  and 
for  giving  them  instruction  in  this  work. 

AFTER-CARE.  The  subject  of  After-Care  was  dealt  with  fully  in  my  last  Annual  Report. 
I  should  like  once  more  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  perfoimed  by 
the  several  Area  Committees  and  Sub-Committees.  Patients  have  been  visited  regularly  in 
all  areas,  and  in  many  Districts  it  has  been  possible  to  give  practical  assistance  during  periods 
of  stress  and  difficulty. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

TREATMENT.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  Northampton  General  Hospital  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  were  continued  during 
the  year,  the  parties  to  the  arrangements  being  as  hitherto,  viz.,  the  County  Councils  of  North¬ 
ampton  and  Buckingham  and  the  Northampton  County  Borough  Council. 

The  days  and  hours  of  openings  of  the  Out-patient  Clinic  at  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  are  : — 

Sundays  (fortnightly)  at  11.30  a.m.,  for  Males. 

Mondays  at  7.30  p.m.,  for  Females. 

Wednesdays  at  2.0  p.m.,  for  Males,  and  5.0  p.m.,  for  Females. 

Fridays  at  8.0  p.m.,  for  Males. 


During  the  year  1931,  153  new  County  patients  attended  the  out-patient  clinic  for  treat¬ 
ment  as  compared  with  150  in  the  year  1930.  The  total  attendances  of  all  County  patients 
amounted  to  3,095  as  against  2,876,  and  the  number  of  patients  discharged  after  completing 
treatment  was  80  as  against  121.  The  number  who  ceased  to  attend  without  completing  treat¬ 
ment,  or  before  the  final  test  as  to  cure,  was  32  as  against  38. 


The  number  of  persons  treated  with  Salvarsan  Substitutes  was  209  as  against  183  for  the 
year  1930. 

The  number  of  County  in-patients  treated  at  the  Northampton  General  Hospital  was  10 
(males  2,  females  8)  as  against  14  in  the  previous  year. 


It  was  found  necessary  to  repay  the  travelling  expenses  of  14  persons  from  the  County 
who  attended  the  Clinics. 


The  following  Table  supplies  information  as  to  new  County  cases  and  attendances,  etc., 
during  the  three  years  1929 — 1931. 


1929 

1930 

1931 

MALES 

FEMALES 

MALES 

FEMALES 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1. 

Number  dealt  with  at  or  in  con- 

nection  with  the  Out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  . 

93 

70 

92 

58 

102 

51 

2. 

Total  attendances  of  all  persons 

at  the  Out-patient  Clinic  .... 

1571 

952 

1560 

1316 

1931 

1164 

3. 

Number  discharged  after  comple- 

tion  of  treatment  . 

46 

43 

67 

54 

44 

36 

4. 

Number  who  ceased  to  attend 

without  completing  treatment 

15 

5 

26 

12 

25 

7 

5. 

Number  of  persons  treated  with 

Salvarsan  substitutes  . 

121 

97 

102 

81 

137 

72 

30 


By  the  end  of  the  year  1 ,028  pathological  examinations  had  been  made  at  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Hospital,  as  against  857  in  the  year  1930. 


NATURE  OF  TESTS. 

NO.  OF  TESTS. 

For  Detection  of  Spirochetes 

For  Treatment  Centre 

13 

For  Practitioners 

3 

For  Detection  of  Gonococci 

For  Treatment  Centre 

570 

For  Practitioners 

55 

For  Wassermann  reaction 

For  Treatment  Centre 

195 

For  Practitioners 

190 

Other  Examinations 

For  Treatment  Centre 

2 

For  Practitioners 

.  .  - 

Total 

..  1,028 

There  were  12  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  County,  inclusive  of  the  two  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Treatment  Centre,  scheduled  as  being  qualified  to  receive  free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substi¬ 
tutes  during  the  year  1931,  and  supplies  were  sent,  on  request,  to  three  of  these  in  respect  of 
three  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  in-patients  at  the  Northampton  General  Hospital,  previously  mentioned, 
two  unmarried  girls  received  treatment  in  the  S.  Mary  s  Home,  Leicester,  as  County  Council 
patients.  These  girls  were  admitted  for  treatment  of  pregnancy  and  Venereal  Disease. 

PROPAGANDA.  The  second  of  a  series  of  campaigns  intended  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
Administrative  County  in  a  period  of  three  years  was  carried  out  during  the  months  of  February 
and  March.  The  arrangements,  as  last  year,  were  entrusted  to  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council  in  collaboration  with  the  County  Public  Health  Department. 

Before  the  campaign  proper,  meetings  were  held  at  which  representatives  of  various  socie¬ 
ties  and  organizations,  as  well  as  other  interested  helpers,  were  present ;  81  persons  m  all  at¬ 
tended. 

The  places  selected  for  this  year’s  activities  were  Brackley,  Daventry,  Desborougli,  Tow- 
cester  and  Weedon. 

Four  meetings  for  mixed  audiences  were  held,  six  meetings  for  young  persons  three  each 
for  males  and  females — and  one  for  older  women  in  each  area,  making  39  meetings  in  all. 

The  attendances  were  as  follows 

For  Older 
Women. 

Brackley  .  103 

Daventry  .  250 

Desborougli  .  145 

Towcester  .  220 

Weedon  .  108 


880 


On  the  whole,  the  campaign  can  be  said  to  have  been  successful,  and  much  of  this  success 
can  be  attributed  to  the  interest  shown,  and  the  attendance  at  the  meetings,  of  many  members 
of  the  County  Council,  District  Councils,  and  other  local  bodies. 

I  would  like  to  add  a  special  word  of  thanks  to  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Miss  Wilby  and  Mr. 
Fairclough,  for  their  work,  particularly  in  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  campaign,  and  to  the 
various  local  organizations  for  valuable  assistance. 


For  Young 

People 

Boys. 

Girls. 

343 

68 

527 

317 

708 

720 

244 

121 

283 

157 

2105 

1383 

Mixed. 

Total. 

— 

574 

18 

1112 

19 

1592 

26 

611 

18 

566 

81 

4455 
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HOUSING. 

I  have  little  to  add  to  the  general  observations  made  in  last  year’s  report.  It  is  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  observe  that  several  districts  have  undertaken  careful  surveys  of  their  housing  condi¬ 
tions,  and  have  paid  special  attention  to  the  cases  in  which  houses  can  be  re-conditioned  at  a 
less  cost  than  the  construction  of  a  new  house.  In  Towcester  Rural  District  particularly  the 
housing  conditions  are  being  systematically  dealt  with,  and  a  clearance  area  has  been  declared 
in  Towcester  itself. 

Applications  for  special  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Authorities)  Act,  1931,  were 
made  by  the  Councils  of  seven  districts.  Copies  of  these  applications  were  transmitted  to  the 
County  Council  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  were  considered  by  the  Public 
Health,  etc.,  Committee.  The  Chairman,  accompanied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  conferred 
with  the  officers  of  the  District  Councils  and  laid  special  emphasis  upon  the  desirability  of 
putting  forward  a  scheme  for  the  rehabilitation  of  old  houses  as  an  integral  part  of  their  re¬ 
housing  programme. 
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SECTION  B.— STATISTICAL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


The  following  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  issue  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1930  : — 
(a)  Whole-time  Officers  of  the  County  Council. 

Dental  Surgeons  (School) — 

J.  T.  L.  Davies,  M.A.  (Oxon.),  L.D.S.  Commenced  January  25th,  1932 ,vice  R.  E.  Morgan, 
L.D.S.,  resigned. 

County  Health  Visitors — 

Miss  M.  F.  Paterson.  Commenced  July  1st,  1931,  vice  Miss  E.  L.  Plummer,  resigned. 

(b)  Part-time  Officers  of  the  Authority  and  Medical  Practitioners  and  others  Discharging  Duties 

for  the  Authority. 


County  Nursing  Association — 

Miss  P.  M.  Jackson.  Commenced  as  Junior  Assistant  and  Emergency  Nurse  on  5th 
December,  1931. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — 

Raunds  Urban  District. 

F.  S.  Piper,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I.  Commenced  as  Acting  Sanitary  Inspector  on  Nov. 
1st,  1931,  vice  S.  H.  Senior,  resigned. 

Hardingstone  Rural  District. 

H.  C.  Lister,  M.S.I.A.,  A. R. San. I.  Commenced  on  August  1st,  1931,  vice  P.  D.  Scott, 
resigned. 

District  Medical  Officers  under  Poor  Law  Acts  and  Public  Vaccinators — 

Brixworth  Guardians’  Area. 

W.  P.  Blackstock,  M.B.,  Middleton,  was  appointed  as  from  June  1st,  1932,  for  Parishes 
of  Brampton  Ash,  Braybrook,  Dingley,  Stoke  Albany  and  Wilbarston,  vice  E.  D. 
Spaceman,  M.A.,  M.B.,  resigned. 

Daventry  Guardians'  Area. 

Consequent  on  the  death  of  E.  A.  Cox,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  on  February  20th,  1932,  the 
following  temporary  appointments  were  made  : — 

Parishes  of  Long  Buckby  and  Whilton  :  W.  K.  Churchouse,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Long  Buckby. 


Parish  of  Watford  : 


A.  R.  Darley,  M.D.,  West  Haddon. 
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MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act, 


Maternity 

Homes. 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  received  during  1931  .  1 

Number  of  Homes  registered  .  ] 

Number  of  orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration .  1 

Number  of  appeals  against  such  orders  .  . 

Number  of  cases  in  which  such  orders  have  been  : — 

(a)  confirmed  on  appeal  .  . 

(b)  disallowed  . . .  . 

Number  of  applications  for  exemption  from  registration  .  . 

Number  of  cases  in  which  exemption  has  been — 

(a)  granted  .  . 

(b)  withdrawn .  . 

(c)  refused  . 


Other 

Nursing 

Homes. 

2 

2 


3 

3 


The  registered  homes  in  the  County  at  the  time  of  reporting  were  (unless  otherwise 
stated)  : — 

Preston  Deanery  Hall  (closed  10th  October.  1931). 

“  The  Firs,”  Tiffield. 

Chester  House,”  Brackley  (no  acute  cases). 

“  St-  Helier’s  Private  Nursing  Home,”  High  Street,  Wellingborough. 

Enville,”  The  Drive,  Wellingborough  (Maternity  only). 

Wilmabern,”  8,  Carnegie  Street,  Rushden  (Maternity  only).  (No  cases  admitted  during 
the  year). 

Great  Houghton  Nursing  Home,  Post  Office,  Great  Houghton  (Maternity  only).  (No 
cases  admitted  during  the  year). 

The  Cot,”  Helmdon.  (No  cases  admitted  during  the  year). 

“  Aston  Villa’”  Park  Avenue,  Kettering  (Maternity  only).  (Certificate  cancelled  12th 
September,  1931  ;  re-registered  6th  November,  1931  ;  closed  5th  April.  1932). 

“  Brookfield,”  155,  Wellingborough  Road,  Rushden  (Maternity  only). 

“  Elton  Cottage,”  Upper  Glapthorne,  Peterborough  (Elderly  ladies  only). 

The  Cottage,”  Radstone,  Brackley. 

Park  Lodge,”  Brackley. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


34 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


NAME  OF  CENTRE. 

AVERAGE  NO. 

OF  INFANTS 

ATTENDING 

PER  SESSION. 

AVERAGE  NO.  OF 

CONSULTATIONS 

PER  DOCTOR’S  ATTENDANCES 

ATTENDANCE.  BY  DOCTOR. 

V 

SESSIONS. 

Brackley  (a)  . 

20 

17 

8 

8 

Brixworth  . 

32 

11 

10 

10 

Burton  Latimer  . . 

37 

8 

20 

20 

Byfield  . 

21 

16 

10 

10 

Cold  Ashby  . 

14 

6 

11 

19 

Corby  ( b )  . 

23 

21 

7 

7 

Cranford  . 

11 

9 

10 

10 

Daventry  . 

22 

12 

18 

22 

Desborough  . 

17 

14 

14 

18 

Finedon  . 

23 

20 

9 

18 

Harleston  . 

17 

6 

9 

10 

Irchester  . 

17 

5 

20 

20 

Long  Buckby  . 

15 

11 

9 

19 

Moulton  . 

23 

10 

9 

10 

Rothwell  . 

20 

12 

15 

20 

Rushden  . 

47 

32 

21 

42 

Towcester  . 

10 

3 

12 

20 

Wellingborough  . 

23 

25 

21 

45 

Weston  Favell,  Lindsay  Avenue 

31 

18 

12 

20 

Wollaston  . 

23 

5 

18 

22 

Woodford — Thrapston  . 

17 

16 

10 

10 

Woodford  Halse  (c)  . 

8 

7 

7 

7 

Weedon  (Military)  . 

11 

11 

10 

10 

(a)  Opened  25th  March,  1931. 

(b)  ,,  31st  March,  1931. 

(c)  Closed  16th  July,  1931. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  A. 


Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  year  1931. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pu'.monary 

Total 

Grand 

DIAGNOSIS. 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Totals 

M. 

F' 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during  the 
year  (excluding  contacts)  : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

69 

69 

6 

6 

9 

8 

16 

7 

78 

77 

22 

13 

19f 

*(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

7 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

86 

105 

45 

35 

271 

468 

B. — Contacts  examined  during  the 
year : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 
*(b )  Diagnosis  not  completed 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

33 

59 

51 

58 

201 

205 

C. — Cases  written  off  the  Dispensary 
Register  as — 

(a)  Recovered 

14 

8 

5 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

18 

10 

7 

4 

39 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (including 
any  such  ,  cases  previously 
diagnosed  and  entered  on 
the  Dispensary  Register  as 
tuberculous)  . . 

122 

166 

98 

94 

480 

519 

D. — Number  of  Cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  December  31st: — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculosis 

312 

269 

71 

63 

46 

50 

63 

47 

358 

319 

134 

1 10 

Q9  1 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed 

2 

3 

2 

7 

928 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on 
January  1st 

889 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  : — 

(a)  Personal 

(b)  Other  . . 

293 

375 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas 
and  cases  returned  after  discharge  under 
Head  3  in  previous  years 

24 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to 
homes  (including  personal  consultations) 

818 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas, 
cases  not  desiring  further  assistance  under 
the  scheme,  and  cases  "  lost  sight  of  ” 

31 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors 
to  homes  for  Dispensary  purposes 

3336 

10.  Number  of — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined 

( b )  X-ray  examinations  made  . . 
in  connection  with  Dispensary  work 

382 

674 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all 
causes) 

108 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (in¬ 
cluding  Contacts) 

26S9 

11.  Number  of  "  Recovered  cases  restored  to 
Dispensary  Register,  and  included  in  A  (a) 
and  A (b)  above  . . 

1 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 
Treatment  on  the  31st  December 

196 

12.  Number  of  "  T.B.  plus  ”  cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  31st  December 

304 

Number  of  Dispensaries  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  (excluding  centres  used  only  for 

special  forms  of  treatment). 

Provided  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies  . .  . .  . .  

*  i.e.,  remaining  undiagnosed  on  31st  December. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  TABLE  B.  (2) 

Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  (a)  the  condition  at  the  end  of  1931  of  all  patients  remaining  on  the  Dispensary 
Register  ;  and  (b)  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  written  off  the  Register. 
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RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS.  TABLE  C.  (1.) 

Number  of  beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  31st  December  in  Institutions 

belonging  to  the  Council. 


Name  of  Institution. 

For  Pulmonary 
Cases. 

For  Non-Pulmonary 
Cases. 

Total. 

Adults. 

Children 

under 

15. 

Adults. 

Children 

under 

15. 

Rushden  House  Sanatorium . 

Poor  Law  Institutions  : — 

5G 

14 

— 

— 

70 

Daventry  . 

1 

1 

Kettering . 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

OUNDLE  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(No  beds  specially  set  apart  in  these  Institutions  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  but  cases  were  treated  during 
the  year  1931  as  follows  : — 

Brackley  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Towcester  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

k  Wellingborough  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

TABLE  C.  (2). 

Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  and  Observation  during  the  year  in  Institutions 
(other  than  Poor  Law  Institutions)  approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


In  Institu¬ 
tions  on 

Jan.  1st. 
(1) 

Admitted 
during 
the  year. 
(2) 

Disch’rged 
during 
the  year. 

(3) 

Died  in 
the  Insti¬ 
tutions. 

(4) 

In  Institu¬ 
tions  on 
Dec.  31st. 
(5) 

/  Adult — males 
Number  of  definitely  j 

tuberculous  patients  Adult — females 

admitted  for  treatment 

^  Children 

Total 

31 

47 

43 

5 

30 

20 

48 

44 

2 

22 

31 

22 

26 

— 

27 

82 

117 

113 

7 

79 

♦Grand  Total  . 

82 

117 

113 

7 

79 

*  There  were  no  doubtfully  tuberculous  cases  admitted  tor  observation. 

TABLE  C.  (3). 

Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  provided  during  the  year  in  Poor  Law  Institutions 

for  persons  chargeable  to  the  Council. 


In  Institu¬ 
tions  on 
Jan.  1st. 

Admitted 
during 
the  year. 

Disch’rged 
during 
the  year. 

Died  in 
the  Insti¬ 
tutions. 

In  Institu¬ 
tions  on 

Dec.  31st. 

Number  of  patients 

f  Adult — males 

6 

8 

6 

3 

5 

suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  admitted  for  1 

Adult — females 

4 

5 

1 

5 

3 

treatment 

Children 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

13 

7 

8 

8 

Number  of  patients 

'  Adult — males 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

suffering  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Adult — females 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

admitted  for  treatment 

Children 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

5 

4 

— 

1 

Grand  Total  .... 

10 

18 

11 

8 

9 
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INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 


TABLE  D. 


Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  definitely  tuberculous  patients  discharged 
during  the  year  from  Institutions  approved  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
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4 

2 

2 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

2 
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| 
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i 
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2 
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8 
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2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ADMINISTRATIVE  AREAS.— URBAN  DISTRICTS.  TABLE 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1931. 

(52  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1932). 
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weekly  Returns  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
t  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

J  1  case  Paratyphoid  Fever 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


DISTRICTS 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  including 
those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8  of  the 
Factory  &  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Offences  under  the 
Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts. 

Factories  (includ¬ 

ing  Factory 
Laundries) 

Workshops  (includ¬ 

ing  Workshop 
Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other 

than  Out-workers’ 

premises) 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

Want  of 

Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drain¬ 

age  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary 

Accommodation 

Illegal  Occupation 

of  Underground 

Bakehouse  (S.  101) 

Other  offences  (excluding 

offences  relating  to  out¬ 

work  and  offences  under 
Sections  mentioned  in  the 

Schedule  to  the  Ministry 

of  Health  (Factories  and 

Workshops,  Transfer  of 

Powers)  Order,  1921.) 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable 

or 

Defective 

Not  separate 

for  sexes 

URBAN. 

BRACKLEY  (Borough)  .. 

7 

18 

DAVENTRY  (Borough)  .. 

28 

183 

35 

2 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  (Borough) 

19 

12 

6 

5 

1 

4 

BURTON  LATIMER  . . 

28 

1 

♦DESBOROUGH . 

♦FINEDON  . 

♦IRTHLINGBOROUGH  .. 

KETTERING  . 

109 

S5 

9 

5 

1 

14 

♦OUNDLE  . 

•  • 

RAUNDS  . 

8 

5 

30 

1 

11 

ROTHWELL  . 

7 

17 

1 

2 

♦RUSIIDEN  . 

♦WELLINGBOROUGH  .. 

Combined  Urban  Districts 

178 

348 

41 

18 

35 

3 

31 

RURAL. 

BRACKLEY  . 

7 

BRIXWORTH  . 

2 

7 

4 

•• 

CRICK . 

12 

8 

•  • 

DAVENTRY  . 

32 

64 

22 

29 

6 

♦EASTON-ON-THE-HILL 

•• 

•  • 

GRETTON  . 

G 

14 

2 

1 

.  . 

♦HARDINGSTONE . 

KETTERING  . 

6 

20 

5 

6 

1 

1 

MIDDLETON  CHENEY 

•• 

♦NORTHAMPTON 

•• 

•  • 

OUNDLE  . 

9 

1 

OXENDON  . 

1 

8 

POTTERSPURY  . 

1 

THRAPSTON  . 

40 

26 

TOWCESTER  . 

28 

3 

♦WELLINGBOROUGH  . . 

.. 

Combined  Rural  Districts 

87 

188 

39 

49 

1 

7 

1 

Administrative  County 

265 

536 

80 

67 

’ 

42 

4 

31 

Written  notices  were  issued  as  follows  : — 

In  respect  of  Factories  :  Higham  Ferrers  Borough  5,  Kettering  Urban  5,  and  Raunds 
Urban  5.  In  respect  of  Workshops  :  Daventry  Borough  2,  Higham  Ferrers  Borough  4, 
Kettering  Urban  3,  Crick  Rural  8,  Daventry  Rural  29,  Kettering  Rural  2,  and  Towcester 
Rural  1.  In  respect  of  Workplaces  :  Higham  Ferrers  Borough  1,  and  Daventry  Rural  0. 

The  whole  of  the  defects  as  enumerated  above,  with  eleven  exceptions,  were  remedied. 

*  Returns  not  received. 
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